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Mail · Bag 
J.J. McCullough Descends Into Fiction 
One of the nicest things about the growing 
use of post-consumer-recycled fibres in toi-
let paper is that the Right Hook column 
will one day wind up being used for the 
Right Purpose. 
Mr. McCullough's opinions have been arriv-
ing from outer space ever since his piece 
about removing the monarchy. His column 
has grown ever weirder until we find our-
selves at the Right Hook column of 
November 12. 
In this column, J.J. claims "leftists tried to 
stop the war from being launched and in 
doing so opposed a thoroughly legitimate 
goal of removing a vicious dictator from 
power." 
Let's take those twenty-five words a point at 
a time shall we? 
Every time somebody opposes the Bush 
regime, Mr. McCullough blames the oppo-
sition on "leftists." He keeps forgetting to 
point out that the Commander-in-Chief 
leans so far to the right it's a miracle Air 
Force One can take off without ballast. 
One of the shocks to the US electorate (fol-
lowing an election characterized by more 
rigging than an 18th century navy) was that 
this "compassionate conservative" was in 
fact a right-wing radical. Almost anyone is 
a left-winger by comparison-with the 
exception of the hawkish draft-dodgers 
Bush has surrounded himself with. 
Many ordinary Americans opposed the war 
in Iraq-at its highest, support for the Bush 
war campaign never got past seventy per-
cent-that means that about 100 million 
American citizens didn't support the war. I 
guess Mr. McCullough believes all of these 
people were chanting, pot-smoking, dread-
locked pinko peace freaks. 
This wasn't a legitimate war of any kind. 
Was there a resolution in Congress to 
authorize it? Before the tanks rolled? Was 
the US under attack? Oh, I forgot the 
famous Bush doctrine of "Unilateral Pre-
emptive Self-Defence." By this logic, I can 
legally go rolling drunks on the Lower East 
Side on the grounds that they may one day 
panhandle me aggressively. I'm certain Mr. 
McCullough would agree. 
So this war was supposedly launched with a 
democratic majority. But the White House 
had been pouring poison in the ears of the 
American people for a long time. Bush stat-
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ed outright that there were links between 
Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda. The White 
house has since reversed itself on this-
although only after the invasion. The 
frightened majority might not have sup-
ported the war if Bush and his cronies had 
shown any inclination to tell some truth. 
But why should he let that stop his fun? 
By the way-have any "weapons of mass 
destruction" turned up in Iraq yet? No, no, 
I mean ones that weren't shipped . in last 
April. 
Of course, he could have tried to hound 
Saddam into the International Court, like 
Clinton did to Slobodan Milosevic ... you're 
right. Forget I said that. I mean, he'd have 
to recognize the International Criminal 
Court then, wouldn't he? Not to mention 
following Clinton-what was I thinking? 
Under the reasons he gave, Bush had a right 
to go to Iraq without a second UN resolu-
tion, although this was not a wise action. 
But he might have found France and 
Germany less determined to spoil his party 
had he been upfront and honest about his 
intentions. Oh no, wait, I forgot, if he'd told 
people what was really going on, he'd have 
had no pretext for war in the first place! 
And that's really the point J.J.-The stated 
goal of this war had SFA to do with "remov-
ing a vicious despot from power." Bush 
didn't say, "It's okay for me to attack a sov-
ereign nation because its leader's a bastard." 
He said there was an "imminent and credi-
ble threat" to the United States, and it was 
on these grounds that he launched Gulf 
War II (The Bush Strikes Back, Only First). 
I supported the Second GulfWar. I felt that 
Saddam was at least working on WMD, 
and that together with his hostility to the 
western world (and let's not forget that 
"western world" includes Canada), this was 
likely to make him a threat. I believed that 
the side issue of his nastiness toward his 
own people justified his removal by any 
number of interested parties. 
Of course, since the US put Saddam into 
power in the first place, and gave him sup-
port for several decades prior to his invasion 
of Kuwait, I suppose the Second Gulf War 
might come under the heading of "cleaning 
up your own mess." 
Since the latest invasion, more and more 
lies told by Bush and Co. have been 
revealed, culminating in the 11th-hour 
appeal on the part of Iraq for a peace deal. 
Of course, as I pointed out at the time, the 
troops were already committed, and GWB 
would have looked awfully stupid with his 
hard-on sticking out into a cold breeze and 
no one on the end of it. 
But the point is that this is not what Bush 
told the soldiers who went to fight and die 
in the desert that they were going to be 
fighting for. It's not what he told the inter-
national community, and it's sure as hell not 
what he told the American people. 
The weakly (yes, I know-that's how you 
spell the word I meant to use) Right Hook 
column goes on to spout a load of tripe 
about Iraq as compared to Germany and 
Japan. "Jayj" has a point-! mean what did 
the war against Nazi Germany have that the. 
squabble in the Gulf doesn't, apart from 
international support (except from the US), 
clearly defined goals, and the need to con-
tain a nation with expansionist dreams? 
Uh-well, forget that last point. 
McCullough also blames "leftist protesters" 
for ending the Viemam War. This is such a 
complete misrepresentation of the facts that 
I can only conclude it's a deliberate lie. The 
US prosecuted the war in Vietnam until a 
majority of its citizens and representatives 
began to think it was a bad idea-that's how 
things used to get done, J.J., back when the 
US was a democracy. 
Oh-and the "billions of dollars" thrust 
into South Vietnam had squat to do with 
"stable, independent, and ultimately free" 
nations. It had to do with the Domino 
Theory, a piece of bunk political theorizing 
that said . . . actually, J.J. can go look it up. 
It'll be good for him to read some history, as 
I have noticed in prior columns that J.J. is 
as ignorant of the subject as he is of politics, 
economy, and ethics. 'Nuff said. 
I have more to say about Mr. McCullough's 
towering fiction. But from twenty-five 
words I've already gotten a rebuttal of more 
than a thousand. The rest of this column 
(and his others) is similar. Stick to what you 
know J.J.--of course that would be the end 
of Right Hook, wouldn't it? 
Simon Jester can be reached for questions, 
comments, tirades, and friendly abuse at 
colin_x_long@yahoo.co.uk 
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From The Editor 
The secret to debt is to get in as deep as possible. I am 
thirty "thousand dollars in student loan debt after four 
years of college. The way I figure it, if I want to continue 
to get educated I better stick with it because one days 
those fools (the government, that is) will cut-off student 
loans all together. Then what? It will be like a pay and go 
phone-You don't pay, you don't go. 
I am just finishing up my Arts transfer and my Print 
Futures diplomas. Then what? I should go get a job? I 
don't feel satisfied yet. T here is more I want to know. I 
don't know what my life long career will be and shouldn't 
I try to get educated in as many areas while I still have the 
chance? Once I go back out into the workforce it is just 
too hard to go back to school. 
I have been here four long, hard years. But I have 
learned so much. I have learned what I want to do, what 
I don't want to do, and about myself. I have worked in 
various departments of the college and really, I am not 
ready to say goodbye. What about my two friends sitting 
back-to-hack in the dim office of Event? What about 
stuffing envelopes like there is no tomorrow up in the 
CMO? And really, say so long to the fame and fortune 
that the Other Press provides me with. No way. 
Since I have been involved at my daughter's elementary 
school I have stirred up my childhood dream of working 
with kids. When I was just a young lass all I wanted to do 
when I grew up was get married, have babies, then work 
as a kindergarten teacher once my kids entered full day 
school. No, I am not going to be a teacher. But I am seri-
ously considering taking the Child and Youth Care 
Counsellor program here at Douglas College. 
I have to think of way to make all areas of my life coin-
cide. I think this is it. I get to work with kids, I get to be 
around before and after school for my own child, and I 
would have the time to do freelance writing and editing. 
But will they accept me? Have I been too candid in the 
past? Who am I kidding, no one reads the Other Press. (I 
really hope that's not true. I know Ingrid is sitting on pins 
and needles waiting for my next column) 
Then it's settled. I will be a professional student until 
the end of time. Well until I am thirty. But just think, I 
will have finished three diplomas and be able to work in 
many different fields. I am giving back to the communi-
ty. Okay, but don't hold me to my position because I still 
have some thinking to do. What do you think I should 
do? 
Until next time my pretties, 
Managing Editor 
Kerry Evans 
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Finding Beds-
Finding Money 
Kelly Parry 
News Editor 
The Ministry of Human Resources will 
spent! more than $800,000 to provide 213 
additional emergency hostel and shelter beds 
for British Columbians in need as part of its 
cold/wet weather strategy. 
Demand for safe, warm shelter increases 
during the winter months. The government's 
cold/wet weather strategy brings together 
partner ministries, community organiza-
tions, and the federal government to maxi-
mize the number of emergency shelter beds 
across BC when people need them the 
most-from late October to late March. 
Locally, communities receiving funding for 
shelter beds during the 2003-04 winter sea-
son include: 
• Abbotsford 
• Maple Ridge 
• Mission 
• New Westminster 
• Richmond 
• Surrey 
• Tri-Cities (Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, 
• Port Moody) 
• Vancouver 
• Victoria 
With the possible eviction of squatters from 
their False Creek tent city and record-setting 
rainfall battering the city, the Catholic 
Charities Men's Hostel, with provincial fund-
ing, has opened ten additional beds during 
the cold and wet weather period from now 
through March 2004. That means that for 
the next several months, the Men's Hostel has 
the capacity to provide 90 beds a night to 
homeless men. 
However, Vancouver Lookout Emergency 
Aid Society's downtown Vancouver shelter is 
full and staff says that even though Victoria 
has promised to provide an addirional 213 
emergency shelter beds this winter they 
expect to continue to turn people away once 
their 53 beds are full. 
The extra beds will cost $800,000 and will 
be divvied up between the Lower Mainland 
as well as Prince George, Victoria, Mission, 
Fort St. John, and other communities. Of 
that money, Vancouver will get $50,000-or 
the equivalent of 20 extra beds to bring the 
total to 116. The province spends $11.8 mil-
lion a year to support over 900 emergency-
she! ter beds. 
Sonja Sinclair, a shift supervisor for 
Covenant House, which provides emergency 
shelter, food, and counselling to youths, said 
people are regularly turned away because its 
22 beds are full. "There is a need for warm, 
safe places for people to be," she said. 
Over 1,000 homeless people, including 71 
kids, were counted in a 24-hour survey done 
by the Greater Vancouver Regional District 
last year. 
Shuswap 
First 
Nations 
Salvage 
Burnt 
Lumber 
Kelly Parry 
News Editor 
The province has signed an agreement with Shuswap Nation 
Tribal Council and the Little Shuswap Indian Band that will 
allow more than a million cubic metres of fire-damaged tim-
ber to be recovered and help create local jobs, said Forests 
Minister Michael de Jong. 
"Through this direct award salvage opportunity, this gov-
ernment is acting on its commitment to create economic 
opportunities for First Nations," said de Jong. 
jointly create an expedited consultation process to allow for 
the timely removal of timber and rehabilitation of burned 
areas. The Shuswap Nation Tribal Council has a population 
of 4,179 in eight member bands located around Chase, 
Cache Creek, Clinton, Kamloops, Barriere, and Savona. The 
Little Shuswap Indian Band has about 300 members and is 
located near Chase. 
The Shuswap Nation Tribal Council and the Little 
Shuswap Indian Band will be invited to apply for a non-
replaceable forest license of 1.035 million cubic metres of fire-
damaged timber in the Kamloops Timber Supply Area. 
As part of the agreement-government, the Shuswap 
Nation Tribal Council, and Little Shuswap Indian Band will 
The salvage opportunity is part of a comprehensive fire 
timber recovery process in the Kamloops Timber Supply 
Area, which will manage the salvage of timber killed in this 
summer's fires. The Shuswap Nation Tribal Council and 
Little Shuswap Indian Band will participate in the develop-
ment and implementation of this plan. 
The Chinese Court 
Matthew Little 
OP Contributor 
Clive Ansley, an expert on Chinese 
law-who has provided input to the 
Canada Supreme Court, and at the 
request of the Canadian Ambassador in 
Beijing, has presented before Chief 
Justice, Beverley McLachlin-gave a 
scathing review of the Chinese judicial 
system at SFU Harbour centre, Friday, 
November 7. Ansley, as one of only two 
foreign lawyers to have practised as a lit-
igator within the Chinese judicial sys-
tem, described a dark trend in the 
underbelly of the Chinese courts. 
"I spent 14 years dealing with the 
Chinese courts and I saw them progress 
from a situation where the judges had 
very little training. They took them-
selves seriously and they were trying to 
implement the rule of law and they 
were, for the most part, in many of the 
courts very impartial. I have watched 
the system degenerate over a period of 
time." 
Ansley, now with Arvay Finlay, an 
upscale law firm with offices in 
Vancouver and Victoria, titled his pres-
entation "A Chinese Court is not a 
Court." The conclusions he drew were 
based on his own experiences and, if 
true, may reveal a disturbing trend at 
the very core of the Chinese legal sys-
tem. 
He said "much of the Chinese legisla-
tion, the written legislation, is not bad, 
the problem is that it is very difficult to 
find a judge or court who has any inter-
est in that law and often it's hard to find 
any that have even read it. The Chinese 
government and the Chinese party have 
no intention whatsoever of implement-
ing the rule of law. The rule of law is an 
anathema to the Chinese Communist 
Government because if you implement 
the rule of law, no individual, no organ-
ization, and no party is above the law. 
That, not only hasn't happened in 
China, but it's not even contemplated." 
Ansley went on to describe a judicial 
system characterized by 1 00 percent 
criminal convictions, back room judge-
ments, large-scale, barely hidden 
bribery, and a politically controlled 
judiciary that is more concerned with 
political interests than justice. 
"Fifteen years ago there was hope, we 
had judges who were largely untrained 
but they tended to be honest, they tend-
ed to be allowed to go their own way for 
a period of time, and to actually write 
the judgements in the cases they heard. 
When somebody says the trend is posi-
tive, I say, if it's positive why is it that we 
once could win major awards, big 
amounts of money on behalf of foreign 
clients and today it's impossible." 
Ansley goes on to say member states of 
the European Union, which like China 
use a system of civil rather than com-
mon law, "repeatedly denounce China 
for its violations of its own constitution 
and its own laws." 
While this comes as no surprise to 
human rights watchers or Amnesty 
International, it would seem to be a sur-
prise to Canadian Justice Department 
officials, or CIDA who have invested 
large sums of money helping China 
update its judiciary, train judges, and 
operate a kind of judicial exchange pro-
gram where Chinese judges come to 
Canada and Canadian judges go to 
China. 
"They [CIDA] don't really want to 
hear that their programs are not bearing 
great fruit and that the system is not 
being reformed." 
When asked if he thought Canadian 
officials were naive as to the situation in 
Chinese courts Ansley replied "I would 
be happier if I thought it was just 
naivety, but I think at that level they 
know perfectly well what's going on and 
they don't care." 
Ansley recalled an article he had read 
in the Globe and Mail describing how 
Canadian officials were trying to let 
Beijing know that if Bill Clinton kept 
giving them a hard time about human 
rights, that Canada was "open for busi-
ness." 
~en asked if Ansley feared any 
repercussion for his candid appraisal of 
the Chinese judicial system on his 
return to China he replied, ''I'm not 
going back. . .I wouldn't have thought 
so." Friends, however, high in the 
Communist Party, passed on to Ansley a 
warning and said, "tell him not to come, 
it's dangerous, if they want to get you 
... you can just be hit while you're cross-
ing the street." Ansley says, ''I'm acting 
on that advice at this stage." 
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US Loses Steel Battle-
Can They Survive the War? 
Ted Morrison 
OP Contributor 
In British Columbia, the main source of free-trade 
friction has been forest products. But another 
trade fight has been going on that could affect the 
Canadian economy just as much-the fight to sell 
steel. 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) on 
Monday determined that the US, by imposing 
duties of almost 30 percent on imports of ingot 
steel, was violating both the letter and the spirit of 
its international trade commitments. This could 
have a significant impact in Canada, which exports 
huge quantities of steel and manufactured steel 
products to the States every year. 
The WTO's decision does not mean that the 
unfair dury will softly and silently vanish away. 
However, it allows other nations trading in steel to 
levy duties of their own on US imports in order to 
redress the imbalance. 
The enormous tariff was imposed by the Bush 
administration, in contravention of current agree-
ments, due to claims by US manufacturers that 
Canada, the European Union (EU), Japan, and 
other nations were dumping steel on the US mar-
ket. Manufacturer's further claimed that their 
industry required special protection in order to 
make the price of their products competitive. 
Unfortunately for US consumers, they got high-
er prices anyway. The duties raised the price of 
foreign steel by such a wide margin that America's 
coddled and uncompetitive steel industry was nev-
ertheless able to raise prices on its own product, 
thus raising the price of manufacturing goods. 
Canada was not so severely hit by the tariffs as 
the EU and Japan. Companies wishing to avoid 
the dury on ingot (unprocessed) steel began work-
ing in Canada to complete initial industrial pro-
cessing, avoiding the extra cost by importing the 
steel to America as manufactured goods, most of 
which are exempt from the levy. 
It has been suggested that George W Bush 
imposed the tariffs to shore up support for the 
Republican Parry in places such as Pennsylvania 
and Ohio. But if this was Bush's objective, it may 
cost him dearly. While steel production is a major, 
but non-viable industry in its current form, the 
manufacture of steel products employs far more 
voters. Some of these people have now been laid 
off, due to the higher costs of raw materials. 
Worse, the retaliatory tariffs that the US may 
now face in other countries, particularly Europe, 
may cost export-related jobs that would have gone 
unaffected had the steel import tax not been 
implemented. In July, Pascal Lamy, the EU's Trade 
Commissioner, presented the WTO with a list of 
products that the EU intended to tax if the World 
Trade Organization's panel found the duties to be 
illegal. These duties could eventually total almost 
$4 billion. 
At the heart of the issue is the WTO's Safeguard 
Agreement, which allows certain exemptions to 
taxation and dury rules where a given country's 
industry may suffer serious ill effects from fair 
competition. Under this agreement, certain limit-
ed and temporary duties are permitted to shore up 
reorganizing industries or reduce economic harm 
to a nation. However the EU and other plaintiffs 
argued successfully that imported steel was not the 
prime threat to US steel producers. Rather, they 
said, the primary ill effects were due to an out-
moded and cumbersome industry's refusal or 
inabiliry to change to meet modern economic 
demands. 
In August, the US filed their appeal against the 
panel's initial decision-not an usual move for 
countries in this situation-which could effective-
ly delay sanctions abroad until May. Most coun-
tries fear that the tariff will remain in place for as 
long as possible-at least until the next presiden-
tial elections, and possibly even longer. 
US steel has been slowly and painfully changing 
over the past several decades, reluctantly sacrificing 
thousands of jobs in the process. The European 
steel industry has already undergone just such 
painful reorganization, allowing it to compete 
effectively on the international market. 
But in the US, the powerful steel unions sup-
ported the Bush candidacy on the premise that a 
Bush White House would impose protection 
duties. To dismantle the tariff now would cost 
Bush huge political capital in Illinois, West 
Virginia, and other steel production states. On the 
other hand, the resulting increase in the prices of 
both domestically-produced and foreign steel will 
be passed on to the manufacturing sector and con-
sumers, particularly car buyers-further jeopardiz-
ing an already-sputtering domestic auto industry. 
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The Bug Lab held its official opening ceremony on 
November 13, 2003. New Westminster Mayor 
Wayne Wright and Bug Lab owner/entomologist 
Jennifer Heron together cut the red ribbon at one of 
Columbia Street's newest businesses. Mayor Wright, 
a former business owner himself, congratulated 
Heron on an impressive start, acknowledging the 
difficulties of that first year and a half of operation, 
and pledging the support of the City of New 
Westminster. 
The Bug Lab, which has been in operation since 
August 13, 2003, seeks to educate and raise ecologi-
cal awareness of insects, spiders, and other inverte-
brates in a hands-on environment. Over twenty-five 
different types of invertebrates, including tarantulas, 
scorpions, and onion-smelling cockroaches, are on 
display at The Bug Lab: 
616 Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC. 
Phone: 604.523.BUGS (2847) or visit their website 
at <http://www.thebuglab.com/> 
• th~ earthworm 
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Death-An Unused Resource 
Kali Thurber 
Opinions Editor 
Human beings have difficulty 
dealing with the death of a loved 
one-so _;nuch, that this state-
ment is a cliche on its own. But 
what often goes forgotten in the 
crisis of death, is the soil. That's 
right, somebody in your family 
dies, and I want to discuss soiL 
Morbid? Maybe, but it all 
depends on your perspective. 
As it is now, when someone 
dies, along with the usual stress 
of the loss, there is the funeral to 
think o( Funeral services are 
extremely costly, and there are 
few ways around the expenses. 
Funeral service providers are 
there to make you spend more. 
Sure, they present themselves 
under the guise of caring individ-
uals who only wish to make your 
life, and adjustment in the death 
of your family member, easier. 
But they are trained in selling, 
and that is what they intend on 
doing. Just as the sales associate 
at your favourite swimwear store 
is paid to tell you that your ass 
Packin' It 
In, Packin' 
It On-
Who's To 
Blame for 
Fat Kids? 
Ted Morrison 
OP Contributor 
doesn't look humongous in that 
string bikini, the casket retailers 
are paid to enforce guilt for not 
buying a more expensive casket. 
When under the amount of 
stress that people naturally are in 
this situation, they are the easiest 
targets for up-selling. "Oh, you 
don't have enough money for the 
$3000 casket? But wouldn't 
Harry want to rest in peace in 
the glorious casket-of-the-
moment?" And the sweet relative 
sadly nods, not because they are 
agreeing, but because they prob-
ably have no idea what Harry 
would have really wanted for a 
funeral service, and decide agree-
ing with the funeral service 
provider is the easiest thing to 
do. Mter all, this is their job-
they must know the most appro-
priate casket for the situation. 
Yes, after all, this is their job. 
And it is also their job to tell you 
that, on top of the outrageous 
casket expense, you will need to 
purchase a burial vault, to pro-
teet the casket from the outside 
elements. 
Which brings me back to the 
point, and the major problem 
with the funeral service industry 
(and yes, it is an industry). Why 
do we bury our dead in boxes? 
I'm told that it is a legal thing, 
really. But I just don't understand 
it. Human bodies are organic 
matter, and therefore, should be 
returned to the earth to provide 
nourishment to the soil. By disal-
lowing the burying of the dead 
without a casket, we have essen-
tially taken ourselves out of the 
food chain. The worm·s do not 
get the chance to feed off our 
nutritious bodies, and thus, the 
soil doesn't get the rich source of 
nutrients from the worm shit. 
And what's wrong with the idea 
of human bodies rotting back 
into the soil that they once lived 
on? I'll tell you that there is noth-
ing wrong with it, and further-
more, that it is a morally anthro-
pocentric point of view that 
allows us to believe our dead 
bodies don't belong to the earth. 
I wonder if it wasn't the funer-
al service industry that pushed 
this burial norm into Western 
society. In an effort to gather 
information on funerals for this 
article, I came across an interest-
ing site. Funeraldepot.com, 
(located at 
<www.funeraldepot.com/WHIT 
ELIGHT.HTM>) offers many 
services, but my personal 
favourite was the option to have 
a design printed over the casket 
of your choice. For the great 
price of $2195, you can get 
Monet's water lilies printed onto 
your relative's white-crepe interi-
or casket. Or, better yet, for the 
dead golf enthusiast in the fami-
ly, you can get the casket printed 
with a hole-in-one. For eternity, 
Uncle Harry can be a golf cham-
pion. As the website says, "There 
is no better way to celebrate the 
life of a golf enthusiast." 
This website gave me a glimpse 
into the world of the funeral 
service provider's goals. It's really 
the same as all other retail indus-
try's-sell, sell, sell. I realize it is 
unfair of me to assume the corre-
lation between Western society's 
burial norms and the industry 
that provides for it, so I will not 
explicitly say that. But the ques-
tion still remains. Why must we, 
by law, bury our dead in a casket, 
rather than straight into the dirt? 
There is also a law against scat-
tering cremated bodies in. public 
areas, and the same question goes 
for this. Do we truly believe that 
human beings have risen so high 
that we are roo good for the soil 
that keeps us alive? Or, are we 
under the false paranoia that 
dead bodies in the earth are 
somehow a major threat to our 
health? I leave this open, for you 
to decide. And though I do sug-
gest a revolution in the norms of 
burials in Western society, don't 
go doing this on your own-it 
could get a little too revolting. 
even now. But there are other reasons that 
our kids are fat. Has packing lunches 
become impossible? Are they buying this 
stuff just because they want to? 
their school for nutritional purposes? 
Just bitching that your kids are faced 
with stupid options can't help. Your kids 
face choices every day (and many of them 
will make the wrong ones). These kids 
aren't dumb. They know this crap's no 
good for them, but they're buying it any-
way. Just like you and me (well, me at 
least). 
Over the last little while, it seems as 
though everybody's weighed in on the 
question of childhood obesity. Recently, a 
great deal of noise was occasioned by the 
apparently astounding discovery that 
Surrey high school kids were eating fast 
food, and consuming their daily intake 
out of vending machines. Outraged par-
ents have demanded the removal of some 
of those machines. 
pay unionized employees school board 
wages to dole out slop (anyone remember 
Salisbury steak with white gravy-known 
at my high school as "hockey pucks and 
glue?") when an $8/hour wage-slave could 
fire out carhop combos? But the mere 
presence or absence of vending machines 
or McDonald's in a cafeteria doesn't make 
for porky offspring. 
Well then: If they're buying junk at 
school-where is the money coming 
from? It's time the parents got involved, 
not just noisy. Do you pack their lunches? 
If not, why not? It's not that hard, really, 
and works out a lot cheaper than White 
Spot or Burger King does. Doubt my fig-
ures? Try eating a burger combo a day, for 
a week, then prepare the same meal at 
home for a week. It's cheaper, and it's 
more nutritious! 
Making junk food available on school 
grounds-well the machines can come 
out, sure. You don't really need band any-
more anyway-oops, that was cut last 
year. Gym?-that went ten years back. Oh 
well, I'm sure we can keep costs down by 
doubling class size. 
So put your kids on the street! Take 
them to a park, hike with them, give 'em 
street hockey gear. But most importantly, 
destroy your Nintendo. Hell, if you can 
live with it, blow up your TV! Sure, they'll 
go to their friends' houses to watch, but 
they'll have to walk there. At least ration 
the amount of boob tube your kids get. If 
you won't be home, disconnect your 
cable. 
Lead by example: What did you have 
for dinner last night? How about the 
night before? Were you sitting down as a 
family? No, the car doesn't count. Treat 
them like adults-the world doesn't pad 
its corners for children. And if you don't 
trust their judgment: Don't give them the 
money! 
In the eighties, a McDonald's PR rep 
told me that anyone eating at the golden 
armpits twice a week qualified as a "heavy 
user." How many fast-food meals did 
YOU feed your family this week? Are you 
straining at gnats, and swallowing deep-
fried camels? This is nothing new-to hear the par-
ents tell it, the school district apparently 
ran roughshod over objections, a decade 
ago, in order to enter into a bargain with 
the devil: expose the kids to fast food, and 
get them hooked early in return for 
money. 
This is understandable, though ill-
advised, since they were strapped for cash, 
and had to do something to maintain the 
standard of classroom education. Why 
I didn't see the part where parents were 
obliged to participate-or where kids 
were lined up and forcibly paraded past 
these machines to spend their pocket 
money. Of course, the parents could have 
pitched in some money and made up for 
the school budget shortfall. Sure they 
could-nothing's roo good for the kid-
dies, right? 
Yes, we've got fat kids, and yes, it's suffi-
ciently serious to call it a crisis-the cost 
to our health plan alone is catastrophic 
Just a thought-how do you think the 
kids'd be doing if you cancelled your cable 
subscription and donated the money to 
http://www.otherpress.ca 
Today, a fine, sunny Sunday in a family 
neighborhood, I walk about Moody Park 
and the surrounding area. No kids playing 
street hockey. No kids even just hanging 
out. From a house close by mine, I hear 
the bleeps and bloops of Sunday video 
game players. Where are the kids? At 
church? Doing homework? 
Nah, they're indoors, on the sofa, get-
ting fat. 
It's not even a school day. 
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Science Matters 
Better Living Through Pig Iron 
David Suzuki 
David Suzuki Foundation 
Is pig iron the way to a better planet? The Canadian 
government apparently seems to think so. It's funding 
a bitarre project in Brazil to plant vast farms of euca-
lyptus trees, which will eventually be made into char-
coal to produce pig iron-a low-grade iron. Somehow 
along the way, this is supposed to slow global warm-
ing. 
It won't. At best, it will do little to reduce the emis-
sion of heat-trapping gases into the atmosphere. At 
worst, it will continue to displace indigenous people, 
increase the use of agricultural chemicals in the region, 
compromise water quality, and deplete water tables. 
Canada's investment in the project grew from a fea-
ture in the Kyoto Protocol that allows developed coun-
tries to invest in projects in the developing world to 
help reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The developed 
country then gets what are called "carbon credits" for 
the project as though the emissions had been reduced 
at home. That makes sense, since the climate is a glob-
al system, and in some ways it makes little difference 
where reductions to heat-trapping gases take place. 
What doesn't make sense is if the project is so con-
voluted and contrived that the reductions are negligi-
ble and the project actually causes more problems than 
it solves. Such is the case in Brazil. There, a company 
called Plantar bought a massive piece of land and 
began displacing the indigenous people who lived 
there so it could plant row upon row of eucalyptus 
trees, which are destined to eventually become char-
coal. This was the company's plan from the outset. 
So when Plantar found out about the carbon credit 
system, it was like finding money. It moved to be the 
first in the developing world to have a project accred-
ited as a "carbon sink," and thus qualify for funding. 
In theory, the fast-growing eucalyptus trees will 
extract carbon from the air and store it in wood, which 
will reduce the burden of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere and slow global warming. 
B t the ro·ectwan.lready underway and the whole 
poin of dit; c it system under the Kyoto Protocol is 
to achieve emi ion reductions that would not other-
w· se hare bec;n ade. Surdy, this project should not 
Ualify, Furthermore, the thirsty eucalyptus plantatton 
been found to be depleting water resources of local 
communities and compromising water quality due to 
the extensive use of chemicals. In fact, local groups 
have been fighting Plantar and the project for some 
time. More than 70 Brazili n community organiza-
tions oppose the pro' ect and have asked Canada to 
stop supporting it. 
Canada has already invested $15 million into a 
World Bank fund supporting the Plantar scheme and, 
unfortunately, it seems to be looking for similar pro·-
ects in which to invest. At negotiations next month in 
Milan over the rules ofthe Kyoto Protocol, Canada is 
expected to lobby against a specific screening system to 
weed out controversial and ineffective projects like 
Plantar. 
That's roo bad because such cheap schemes make a 
mockery of the importance of the Kyoto Protocol. I 
was one of Prime Minister Chretien's biggest support-
ers when he adopted the Protocol and the federal gov-
ernment deserves credit for making it happen. But 
that hard work will go up in smoke if_projects like this 
are allowed to continue while Canada continues on 
our polluting ways. 
By reducing most of our emissions within Canada, 
Canadians will receive added benefits like cleaner air, 
more efficient and competitive businesses, and 
reduced reliance on dirty fuels. Carbon credits and 
emissions trading have their place, but not if they 
reduce the overall effectiveness of the Kyoto treaty. It 
would be a big mistake for Canada to pursue such 
dubious tactics. 
Take the Nature Challenge and learn more at 
<www.davidsuzuki.org> 
Angela Bl ann 
OP Phdtographer 
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Name: 
Heather 
Age: 
19 
Program at Douglas College? 
Arts 
Best class you've ever taken here? 
Anthropology 202 'Old World' 
Last CD you were listening to? 
Metallica - Black 
Last good movie you watched? 
The Matrix, the first one. 
What did you like about it? 
It had good sci fi effects and interesting 
philosophy. 
What posters did you have on your wall 
when you were young? 
I didn't have any. 
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Name: 
Aziz 
Age: 
32 
nouember 1 9, 2003 
Program at Douglas College? 
ESL 
Best class you've ever taken here? 
ESL 
Last CD you were listening to? 
JannArden 
Last good movie you watched? 
The Matrix: Reloaded. 
What did you like about it? 
I liked the storyline about computers. 
What posters did you have on your wall 
when you were young? 
None. 
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The Canadian Way 
Lisa Moulds 
OP Contributor 
Canada is a truly great nation and I pro-
pose that we make it greater. Ask any great 
leader to tell you how he or she made their 
country better, and I imagine they would 
tell you to get the heck out of their office, 
and stop insulting their greatness. That is 
why I have come up with my own plan to 
make Canada the best it can be. I call 
it. .. Fascism. 
As we all know, and as has been previ-
ously stated by myself, Canada is the best 
country in the world. So I propose that we 
"permit" other people, in other countries, 
to enjoy the truly special privilege of being 
Canadian. We can do this by invading all 
of the other countries in the world, and 
making them provinces, or, as in the case of 
our less pleasant neighbours, territories. 
Come on, admit it ... you want to invade 
the States, don't you? Imagine it, every-
thing in the metric system, and the 
Canadian dollar would be the only curren-
cy. 
Secondly, we come to the problem of 
communism. I put it to you that nobody 
really likes communism or communists. I 
mean, how many wars have we fought 
against the communists? What was the 
Cold War all about? Communism. What 
was the Russian Revolution about? 
Communism. What were all those purges 
under Stalin about? Communism! So, to 
eliminate this nasry little problem, 
Communism should now be illegal, and we 
should put all of the communists in jail, 
and be done with it. After all, communists 
seem to have this nasty little habit of killing 
all of the non-communists. I'm not a big 
fan of dying, and neither are my extremely 
rich, capitalist backers, so we are choosing 
to eliminate these people before they 
become an actual threat. And why should 
that make any difference to you? Are you a 
communist? ARE YOU? 
I propose that we stop thinking, and start 
"doing!" There can be nothing productive 
accomplished without the act of produc-
tion. We have all seen what thinking got us 
in the past-nothing. All of the great 
thinkers in the world were beaten by 
"doers." Socrates was a big thinker. .. what 
did he get? Socrates got the death penalty. 
Why? For thinking too much. 
The death penalty should be instigated 
for people who choose to live unproductive 
lives, devoted to laziness, and thought. If 
you are thinking, you are not producing 
anything productive. Besides, anything 
worth thinking of has already been thought 
out too well already. 
My friends, the question you must ask 
yourselves-being proud, noble, and true 
Canadians-is "How can I best serve my 
Country?" The answer is, of course, vote 
for me, Canada's soon-to-be first fascist 
dictator. I can provide you with the stabili-
ty you need, the power you crave, and 
everything you have ever desired (including 
shutting up the Americans, once and for 
all). The one sacrifice I ask of you is to 
always pur your country first. Canada is 
living, breathing entity, and you must pro-
tect it. . . with your life, if necessary. That is 
no more and no less than what is asked of 
any soldier. You are now all the soldiers of 
the Canadian Homeland. The protectors of 
the right! The guardians of all things 
sacredly Canadian! The Beaver, CBC, Don 
Cherry, those Heritage Moments on TV, 
The National Post, and Tim Horton's! 
You, as the original Canadians, are the 
master race. Through our nice manners, we 
shall put down the non-Canadians, and 
then raise them up to a level second only to 
our own. By concealing our intentions, 
through our naturally unimposing appear-
ance, we can infiltrate the system and force 
the foreigners into submission. After all, if 
they aren't willing to sacrifice themselves, 
are they fit to be Canadian? 
Now get out of my office, and stop 
insulting my greatness. HElL CBC! 
• Can't get the courses 
you need? 
Getting the post-secondary credentials you need is not always easy-from getting 
into the classes you want to balancing school work with other commitments. 
The British Columbia Open University offers over 500 distance university and 
college courses, many of them open for registration throughout the year. 
Transfer the BCOU credits you earn to the program of your choice or apply them 
to a BCOU credential. 
Register today. Start any time. 
604.431.3300 • 1.800.663.9711 
BRITISH COLUMBIA OPEN UNIVERSITY 
A Division of the OPEN LEARNING AGENCY 
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DThird egree 
Angela Blattmann 
OP Photographer 
Who will win the 
2003 Grey Cup 
Challenge? 
(Survey taken 
on Thursday, 
(\Jovember 13-) 
Name: Minshang 
Answer: Montreal. 
Name: Kali 
Answer: I don't know. I 
don't follow this. Leave me 
alone! Oh, all right, 
Montreal. 
Name: Kiri and Krista! 
Answer: The what? Oh, 
football. The Dallas 
Cowboys! 
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Right Hook 
J.J. McCullough 
OP Columnist 
Remembrance Day has come and gone. 
Sometimes it's hard to be moved by a day 
that occurs every year like clockwork. 
When we're in school, Remembrance 
Day becomes almost a cliche, as we are all 
carted down to the gym to hear the same 
speeches and watch the same slideshows. 
Today, I often talk with people who, while 
ryranny. 
When I was in Holland this summer, I 
travelled to many war museums, and saw 
how greatly the Dutch people appreciate 
the efforts that Canadians, and many 
other nations, provided in liberating their 
country from fascist rule. I remember in 
one museum there was a large framed 
acknowledging the day's 
imporra:;;ce, nevertheless 
feel somewhat detached 
or bored with its events. 
Worst of all, however, are 
those few fringe groups 
who are trying to do 
away with Remembrance 
Day altogether, because 
they say it glorifies war 
and killing. The chal-
lenge in keeping 
Remembrance Day an 
important contemporary 
tradition is reminding 
Worst of all however, 
are those few fringe groups 
who are trying to do away 
with Remembrance Day 
altogether, because they say 
it glorifies war and killing 
Canadians specifically why our country 
and our people have often had to make 
the decisions to use violence to stand up 
for what we believe in. Remembrance 
Day is not, and should not be, a day to 
"glorifY war," it should be a day to reflect 
on what values we, as a sociery, cherish, 
and what freedoms are worth dying for, 
both for ourselves, and for other nations 
of this world. 
Historically, Canadian soldiers have 
always fought on the side of liberty and 
personal freedom. We fight so that other 
nations may enjoy the same freedoms that 
we do everyday, and be able to live their 
lives without fear or violence. Though 
there have been times in which Canada's 
government has refused to commit our 
troops to just causes in foreign lands, our 
country nevertheless retains a proud mili-
tary heritage that is worthy of respect. 
In the First World War, Canada was 
summoned to fight on behalf of England, 
the country that still ruled Canada. 
Though we did not enter the war volun-
tarily, we still fought diligently to ensure 
the safery of England, and her allies in 
Europe. WWI was a truly brutal conflict 
that opened the world's eyes to the terror 
of modern warfare. The resolutions that 
followed the war's commencement, in 
which Canada played an active part, were 
extremely important turning points in 
establishing regulations that outlawed the 
world's most violent weapons, such as 
chemical warfare. 
In WWII, Canadians fought the fascist 
imperial dictatorships of Japan and 
Germany. Canadians fought to preserve 
the fragile democracies of Europe, and 
their possessions in Asia, against enemies 
which had goals of world domination. 
Though the military threat never reached 
our shores directly, the danger was very 
real. North America could not hope to 
survive if our closest overseas allies fell to 
photograph of Dutch Princess Beatrix and 
her husband, as they held their newborn 
son lovingly in their arms. Under the 
photo were the words "without your sac-
rifices, this happy moment would have 
never occurred." That photo really moved 
me, for, it put a human face on the hope 
and inspiration for the future that the 
losses of Canadian, American, and British 
lives were able to bring to the entire 
Dutch nation, and indeed, to all of 
Western Europe. 
In the Korean War, Canadians fought 
under the UN banner to protect the 
southern half of the Korean peninsula 
from being overrun by a mad Stalinist dic-
tator. Today, the people of South Korea 
http://www. filibustercartoons. com 
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c-t Remembering Our Sacrifices for Freedom 
live in peace and freedom thanks to the 
bravery of Canadians and other nations. 
The two World Wars and the Korean 
War are the three we traditionally cele-
brate on Remembrance Day, but we 
should not forget that Canadians have 
fought and died in other battles as well. 
In the 70s, while hundreds of US citi-
zens fled to Canada rather than risk being 
drafted to fight in Viemam, hundreds of 
brav"e Canadians crossed the border, and 
volunteered to fight for freedom. Over 
40,000 Canadians voluntarily fought 
against brutal Communist tyranny in 
Viemam, and 103 died. Because our gov-
ernment did not feel that the freedom of 
South Vietnam was a cause worth fighting 
for, these 103 Canadians receive little 
acknowledgement on our nation's day of 
remembrance. It was only a few years ago, 
In the first Gulf War, Canadian pilots 
and ships were dispatched the Persian 
Gulf, to assist the US/UK led effort to 
prevent Saddam Hussein's armies from 
rampaging across the Middle East. In 
Kosovo our soldiers continue to try and 
help people rebuild lives that have been 
devastated by Communist rule and ethnic 
civil war. 
Over the years countless other 
Canadian soldiers have been in various 
other troubled parts of the world, per-
forming various duties. I am hesitant to 
use the term "peacekeepers" because 
although it is the politically correct, paci-
fist term to use, in many cases these men 
and women are being dispatched to dan-
gerous nations, in which there is very lit-
tle peace to keep. 
Not all wars are glamorous, and not all 
that Canada's unsung 
Vietnam veterans were 
able to erect their own 
small monument in 
Ottawa, paid ·for with 
money our of their own 
pockets. These men 
should not be forgot-
ten. They stood up for 
the principle of free-
dom when our govern-
ment did not, and tried 
to protect the people of 
South Vietnam. The 
These men should not be 
forgotten. They stood up for 
the principle of freedom 
when our government did 
not, and tried to protect the 
people of South Vietnam 
fact that the war was unsuccessful, and 
that the Vietnamese people have lived 
under harsh totalitarianism and poverty 
for nearly 30 years should not diminish 
the efforts of the soldiers who fought and 
died to try and prevent this grim future. 
wars are a success. But when we remember 
our nation's veterans on November 11, it 
is important to remember all the sacrifices 
Canadians have made over the years in the 
defense of global freedom, and not simply 
the most popular ones. 
Cartoon by J.J. McCullough 
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Over the 
Rainbow 
Ashley Laughlin 
OP Contributor 
We are here, in college--an insti-
tute of higher learning. Yet, it 
seems that one must still face dis-
criminatO[}' comments that can 
-only be explained by the individu-
als resolve to hang on to their igno-
rance. I could see, in some areas 
not pertaining to the studies of 
human behaviour, there being 
some snide comments made in 
societal interactions. Though these 
would still be offensive, I could at 
least take solace in the belief that 
these comments were made by the 
uninformed, and uneducated. 
But when sitting in a sociology 
class, in which an entire chapter is 
devoted to the study of homosexu-
ality, one is forced to realize that 
there are still those that choose to 
remain ignorant. In the face of 
years of scientific research there are 
still those who believe that, "The 
rise in AIDS cases over the years is 
because of the acceptance of gays. 
If we didn't accept them, there 
wouldn't be so much AIDS." 
Excuse me? Did I hear that right? 
Now, whether or not it is a choice 
or a sin can be passed off as a per-
sonal belief, be it naive, still a per-
sonal belief. But to scoff at years of 
research, to still believe in the year 
2003 that aids is a "gay disease" is 
not only completely ignorant, but 
also unsafe. To believe that you are 
not at risk because you are straight 
is just dense. If anything, the belief 
that "it can not happen to me" is to 
blame. 
As if that was not enough of a 
reason to believe in one's resolve to 
hang on to their ignorance, I was 
forced to hear how a select few in 
this class, believe that in the sphere 
of moral standards, lesbianism is as 
atrocious as alcoholism, and other 
forms of drug abuse. If one was to 
say the same about race or religious 
beliefs, it would be deemed horren-
dous, but when dealing with sexual 
orientation it is okay? Somehow I 
do not see the difference-igno-
rance is ignorance. 
Furthermore, I am not saying we 
all must believe the same, but if 
you do choose to hold views which 
may be deemed offensive, then 
please, at least have the courtesy to 
keep your comments in check 
when in a place such as a classroom 
or a workplace. And have the 
respect, that when someone does 
call you on your comments, not to 
revert back to a grade seven behav-
iour level. When you pass notes, 
and whisper/point at this person 
while in class, all it does is show 
how immature one can be-and 
really, is that what we carne to col-
lege for? In the end, every-
one has their own opinions, and I 
welcome anyone to tell me how 
they feel, be it praise or disgust, but 
please choose appropriate times. 
Want to comment? Contact Ashley 
Laughlin, Pride Liaison of the 
Douglas Students' Union, local 18 
of Canadian Federation of 
Students, phone: 604.527.5474, 
email: prideliaison@douglasstu-
dentsunion.ca or drop by the Pride 
center, room 328 of the SUB, 
drop-in hours are posted on the 
door, and meetings are held 
Thursdays at 4:30. 
Maher 
Arar Got 
Screwed 
Simon Jester 
OP Contributor 
That's the only conclusion available to 
Canadians. The RCMP have been associated 
with some less-than-ethical crap before, 
(remember Wiebo Ludwig?) but this is disgust-
ing. Let's assume the rumours from the US State 
Department and Bill Graham were true: Maher 
Arar is a member of al-Qaeda, and a legitimate 
terror suspect. 
He's been living in Canada since he was 17 
years old, so why wasn't he arrested here? Why 
did he have to face "justice" in the US, without 
a deportation hearing in Canada? Why was he 
scooped up by US authorities, and then shipped 
off, not to his home country for trial, but to 
Syria?--one of the countries that the US has 
lately used in order to commit acts of torture. 
If he had committed crimes in the US, the 
RCMP should have arrested him here and 
deported him there, for a fair and free trial-not 
that with the current climate it would be possi-
ble for him to get one. If he'd committed crimes 
here, he should have been brought up on 
charges, like any other citizen. 
Instead, according to Colin Powell, and US 
ambassador, Paul Cellucci, Canadian law 
enforcement agencies co-operating with the 
investigation said that they didn't want Mr. Arar 
returned to Canada. Way to take responsibiliry, 
guys. 
Throughout his deportation procedures (not 
"hearing") in the US, Arar wasn't allowed a 
lawyer. He apparently spoke to a Canadian 
diplomat, who assured him that he would not 
be deported, especially not to Syria. 
The US, knowing that Syria tortures its pris-
oners, sent him off. But don't blame the US-
Opinions • the other press @) 
this has been policy for nearly two years now, 
and we shouldn't be surprised. But Canada 
stood by and watched, and no one spoke up for 
Maher Arar. More importantly no one said 
"Hey, let's consider our moral character and our 
image abroad" -especially not Bill Graham. 
This is sick. Nobody wants this person here if 
he's a terrorist. But who's proved that he is one? 
No one's even said he's still under investigation. 
He likely ought to be-but in Canada, as in 
every reasonable justice system worldwide, accu-
sation doesn't equal proof. 
The problem is that Bill Graham and the 
Foreign Ministry, Wayne Easter and the 
Solicitor General's office, and all of the RCMP 
apparatchiks on this side of the border are now 
doing exactly what they did back then-staying 
mum. 
Graham, you'll recall, stood by and let Saudi 
Arabia torture William Sampson. He's also said 
nothing about the fate of Abdullah Almalki-
another Canadian being held in Syria. If Arar is 
a terrorist, let him face charges. But not in the 
dark, not in back rooms, not under torture. 
Justice must be clearly seen to be done! 
Any and all of the agencies above may be 
guilty of violating the Canadian constitution. 
The US is guilty of violating the UN agree-
ments on torture, to which it is signatory, and 
the Prime Minister should immediately open a 
Parliamentary investigation into the conduct of 
these people. Or the RCMP could just rat them 
out when they go on their next trip south, and 
when they're found guilty, we can let the US 
ship 'em off to Syria. 
M~~~~r.C·o~e~ 
900 Fifth Street • Nanaimo, BC • V9R 555 
Friendly atmosphere, scenic campus 
and Vancouver Island lifestyle make 
Malaspina University-College 
the Jtight Choice to complete 
your Bachelor's degree 
Apply now for Fall 2004 semester 
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Community Healthcare Laboratories 
Dis-eased by Victoria's Plans 
Leigh MacKay 
OP Contributor 
Among the provincial legisla- patient care. I'll buy that. But in 
cure's goals is a balanced budget the same way that the symbol of 
beginning in 2004/05. It is an .. medicine features two serpents 
admirable goal. However, I can't 
help but feel that some members 
of government are so fixated on 
this, they're dancing like kids 
waiting to gee into a crowded 
washroom. 
Campbell's cost-cutting crew 
craves fiscal responsibility, and 
this strongly held desire couches 
the arm of every government-
supported agency. Heath care, a 
rather large arm, is receiving an 
equally large share of budgetary 
attention. To hea!thcare 
providers, the proposed reduc-
tions are painful and, in some 
cases, life threatening. 
BC's laboratory system is a car-
get in Victoria's sights. Pathology 
laboratory services are an impor-
tant component of patient care. 
These services are frequently 
your physician's fuse tool in pro-
viding a correct diagnosis. He or 
she fills out a slip using that 
funky handwriting physicians are 
on a staff, Colin's other first pri-
ority is to trim the health care 
budget. Joe and Jane 
raxpayer/healthcare user have 
two points of view co consider. 
Which one is seeing more clear-
ly? 
The Labs' Point ofView 
For more than 45 years, commu-
nity labs have been providing 
quality, cost-effective laboratory 
services. This point is a big one. 
Physicians base 70-80 percent of 
patient care options on the 
results of laboratory resting, so 
the laboratory system is a vital 
element of patient care. 
The best-known community 
labs in BC are MDS Metro, BC 
Biomedical Laboratories Ltd., 
and Valley Labs. Every day in 
BC, the 1,600 people working in 
these community labs: 
• provide tests from a selection of 
more than 500 different tests, 
their homes and in long-term 
care facilities, at no charge to the 
patient or health care system; 
• deliver more than 5,000 speci-
mens to public testing agencies 
such as the BC Centre for 
Disease Control and BC Cancer 
Agency, again at no cost to the 
patient, agency, or health care 
system; 
• transmit lab results electroni-
cally via PathNET co more than 
3,000 physicians, and support 
services through an extensive 
network of collection, trans-
portation, informacion technolo-
gy, and analytical expertise that 
has taken many years to develop. 
What the Labs See Happening 
The budget benders will take the 
funds for laboratory services out 
of the Medical Services Plan and 
transfer them to hospi-
BC. 
Our government's ocher plans 
are even more concerning, and 
will bring an extended period of 
instability as today's system is 
turned upside down. This 
includes the creation of six frag-
mented systems-potentially 
providing six levels of service and 
access-and six new bureaucra-
cies to manage them. (Where 
does the money for this come 
from?) 
How Victoria Sees It 
I emailed a few questions to my 
MLA, and received a prompt 
reply. It looks like a boilerplate 
document, which doesn't really 
matter. What it has to say, 
though, does: 
We currently have more than 
process-the Provincial 
Laboratory Coordinating Office 
(<www.plco.ca>). I encourage 
you to visit their website for the 
latest information on the lab 
reform process. We recognize 
that private lab providers are an 
important part of our current 
network and we encourage them 
to work with the PLCO to create 
a stronger lab system for all 
British Columbians. 
So Who's Right 
Both parties agree that lab work 
is essential. Lower Mainland labs 
are in place with all the right 
equipment and trained person-
nel. 
The province says there are 
more than 27 lab information 
systems operating in isolation 
from each ocher. The labs say 
tal programs where the 
funds' management will 
come from a new 
bureaucracy-the 
Provincial Laboratory 
Coordinating Office 
(PLCO). 
The legislature has 
announced a 20 percent 
cut in the fees it pays to 
labs for the testing serv-
ices. (An 8 percent cut 
BC taxpayers pay $25 
more for lab services 
than Ontario taxpayers. 
What could account fo r 
the discrepancy? 
they communicate to 
more chan 3,000 physi-
cians via PathNET. I sus-
pect it is an 
apples/oranges situation. 
The province is calking 
about the province as a 
whole. The labs are talk-
ing about the lower 
mainland. Can all the 
systems be linked? Do 
computers have key-
boards? 
took effect on 
September 1, 2003, and a further 
12 percent cut will take effect on 
April 1, 2004.) 
The government is going to 
dismantle the existing province-
wide system and create six inde-
pendent lab delivery systems-
one within each of the health 
authorities. The PLCO will 
manage this transition. 
(This next one is interesting.) 
Victoria sees ·an open bidding 
27 lab informacion systems oper-
ating in isolation from each 
other. This disjointed approach 
means test results aren't available 
across the system, rests are 
u~necessarily duplicated, and 
care providers face missed oppor-
tunities co provide · better, more 
informed care for patients. 
What is the creation and 
operation of the Provincial 
Laboratory Coordinating Office 
going to cost raxpayers? Where is 
the money for the office coming 
from? Victoria is cutting $35 
million from the lab services 
budget and putting it back into 
the lab services budget after fil-
tering it through the kidney of 
PLCO. 
trained in, and you 
go co a labs Patient 
Centre in your neigh-
bourhood, where you 
pee into a bottle or 
they suck some blood 
our of you or you do 
something really 
embarrassing into 
another type of con-
process chat 
would have 
each health 
authority go 
to tender for 
all outpatient 
(and possibly 
inpatient) lab 
services. This 
Some members of government 
are so fixated on this, they're 
dancing like kids waiting to 
get into a crowded washroom · 
process is to 
be completed by October 2005, 
and will also be coordinated by 
the PLCO. (The PLCO has 
recently indicated it intends to 
complete the framework for a 
formal Request for Proposal by 
December 2003, with the final 
RFP ready by April 2004.) Fee 
cuts of this magnitude will have a 
significant effect on patient 
access to laboratory services in 
BC taxpayers currently pay 50 
percent more than the national · 
average for lab services. BC's lab 
expenditures are approximately 
$115 per capita per year com-
pared with a $77 per capita 
national average and $90 per 
capita in Ontario, the next most 
generous province. That's why 
we are reducing lab fees and rein-
vesting $35 million back in to 
the lab system so we can develop 
a more coordinated information 
system that better serves the peo-
ple ofBC. 
BC taxpayers pay $25 more for 
lab services than Ontario taxpay-
ers. What could account for the 
discrepancy? 
And what about this open bid-
ding process that would have 
each health authority go to ten-
der for all outpatient (and possi-
bly inpatient) lab services? 
Everyone agrees on the impor-
tance of lab work. The province 
wants the ability to opt for Kut 
Korners labs to provide our 
physicians with their key diag-
nostic information. How long 
before expensive mistakes start 
happening? Is it safe to load the 
back of the system with another 
level of bureaucracy and then 
shave meat off the legs? How 
long will it take before the thing 
collapses on itself? My stopwatch 
is running. 
tainer. This stuff, which once was 
in you, goes off co the lab for 
testing by highly trained people 
who know what to look for and 
are not squeamish about looking 
for it. When they're done, a 
report goes back to your physi-
Cian. 
Minister of Health Services, 
Colin Hansen, says chat his 
department's first priority 1s 
from routine to specialty diag-
nostics; 
• perform more than 55,000 
rests on the 16,000 patients who 
visit one of the labs somewhere 
in BC; 
• support early discharge hospital 
programs by providing access to 
lab testing at home and in the 
community; 
• visit more than 700 patients in 
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Contrary to what some physi-
cians suggest, the money saved 
does not belong to labs and doc-
tors-it belongs to patients and 
it will be going directly back into 
the healthcare system to enhance 
patient services. 
We have established an inde-
pendent office to develop this 
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Censorship at Amnesty International Film Festival 
Macdonald Stainsby 
OP Contributor 
From Thursday, November 6 until 
Sunday, November 9, Amnesty 
International held their annual film festi-
val on Human Rights. The listings con-
sisted of much of the usual fare for AI: 
Amnesty International for a series of con-
tradictory reasons after it had already been 
booked and listed in all of the AI pro-
grams. 
A controversy immediately ensued, and 
it was Venezuelans supporting the ftlm 
who first noticed that the very people 
from Venezuela the film exposed as 
human rights violators had launched a 
global campaign against the film. Don 
Wright, local region (BC/Yukon) coordi-
nator of AI, was interviewed on 
Democracy Now, a radio program in New 
York run on the Station Pacifica. The 
arguments given were: " ... when we choose 
fums we strive to choose films that are 
nonpartisan and nonpolitical to reflect the 
mandate of our organization." 
That is a rather bizarre statement, to say 
the least, for an organization dealing with 
human rights, and coming from a film 
festival that included topics such as a suc-
cessful coup in Chile and discussions of 
Israeli nuclear programs. Perhaps nuclear 
weapons in the Middle East and military 
coups in South America aren't political 
and failed coups in South America are? I 
guess I'm missing something here. And 
nonpartisan? Well, I guess the Chinese 
government will be invited to talk about 
why it maintains sovereignty over Tibet 
next year. No doubt we need balance here. 
What also seems very disturbing is Don 
Wright's comment: "I think I needed to 
clarify that the decision to include the film 
and then to not include the film was very 
much a local decision." This is news to 
The film documents the events of 
the two-day coup in Venezuela. 
The Irish Film Boardhad been in 
the parliament buildings making a 
separate documentary when the 
coup attempt happened, and they 
simply kept filming. 
films on Tibet and Burma, Pinochet's 
1973 coup in Chile, the Khmer Rouge in 
Cambodia, and even a film on Israel's 
secret nuclear weapons program. 
The festival had one other fum, sched-
uled to be shown last. This film had been 
broadcast on the CBC's Passionate Eye 
program twice. It had won more awards 
than any other film on the list of films to 
be put on screen at the film festival. It has 
been shown across Europe, including on 
the BBC. It was removed two days before 
the festival, and AI still hasn't clarified 
why, nor who convinced them to do this. 
The film, · The Revolution Will Not Be 
Televised, was banned from the festival by 
Derrick O'Keefe, Peter Lypkie, and me. 
We were all told directly by Don Wright 
that he would lose his job if he showed the 
film. Amnesty International Canada 
would fire someone for showing a movie? 
That sounds like a pretty dangerous fum. 
Many people attending the festival were 
told that Amnesty Canada (in Ottawa) 
had ordered the film pulled. I doubt we'll 
ever know which of these stories to 
believe. The first stories were that the film 
was not about human rights, and that to 
show this film-1 remind you it's been on 
the CBC and the BBC as well as else-
where--would create further ruptures in 
Venezuela, possibly leading to more vio-
lence. If this sounds just a tad far-fetched, 
it should. Censorship begets lying, which 
begets more lying to justifY the censor-
ship, and on and on. 
A few others and I ran a petition and 
information campaign out in front of the 
film festival every night the festival ran. 
Al's supporters believe they are working to 
ensure an end to censorship, and they also 
don't expect their organization to cave 
into outside pressures like this, especially 
from human rights violators. I am not 
exaggerating when I say that 90 percent 
were supportive and concerned, and 75 
percent of those in the line-ups--over 300 
people so far-have personally signed the 
petition demanding that AI reinstate the 
film. Well, AI didn't 
ten in consultation with the entire popu-
lation). The government has earned the 
wrath of the traditional ruling elites who 
have much to lose if the population is able 
to emancipate itsel£ The CIA then helped 
work with the "opposition" (traditional 
ruling elites) to foment a military coup 
last April 2002. The extraordinary events 
of the coup, including the mass uprising 
of the 
people against it, are all documented from 
the inside out. 
The Venezuelan media are, in what AI 
originally described as the "world's first 
media coup," shown to be more than 
mere supporters of the coup. They 
blacked out the pro-Chavez demonstra-
reinstate the film, but 
you can still sign anoth-
er petition online in 
support of public view-
ings and screenings 
at<www. peti tionon-
line.com/vendoc/peti-
tion.htmb. 
Then do what's even 
more important-see 
the film for yourself and 
Amnesty 
International 
Canada would fire 
someone for showing 
tions by 
decree, asked 
the popula-
tion to help 
overthrow 
the govern-
ment, and 
were even 
thanked at 
great length 
individually 
during the a movie? 
make up your own mind. As a response to 
the ban, some good people took a genera-
tor and a TV and VCR down to the 
Pacific Cinematheque to show the film 
outside in front of the theatre. Not a sin-
gle riot broke out in Caracas. A half an 
hour after the movie was supposed to be 
shown (8:25pm, to be exact) we put it on 
for viewing at the Dogwood Centre in 
East Vancouver. We filled all but three 
chairs and raised over a hundred dollars to 
keep presenting the movie, to make 
copies, and to make certain that everyone 
has the chance to see it, no matter what AI 
or violent, anti-government Venezuelans 
try to do. 
The fum documents the events of the 
two-day coup in Venezuela. The Irish 
Film Board had been in the parliament 
buildings making a separate documentary 
when the coup attempt happened, and 
they simply kept filining. The documen-
tary shows events of the months leading 
up to the coup, educating viewers about 
the struggle over democracy in the coun-
try. Hugo Chavez, the elected president of 
the country, has embarked on a dual cam-
paign of democracy and social justice by 
holding referendums, democratizing the 
supreme court and the national assembly, 
and now mildly redistributing wealth in a 
country with massive oil reserves-yet a 
majority of the people are living in 
absolute poverty and illiteracy. 
The "revolution" (as it styles itself) has 
begun providing healthcare to the rural 
and traditionally neglected regions of 
Venezuela while simultaneously empower-
ing people through vast education cam-
paigns as to the rights and duties of the 
citizen under the hyper-democratic provi-
sions of the new constitution (itself writ-
http://www.otherpress.ca 
brief time of the dictatorship! The one 
channel that the government controls, 
channel 8, had its signal cut during the 
coup. The coupistas even tried to use the 
media to say they still had power long 
after power and the military had been 
returned to civilian and constitutional 
rule. 
The ftlm is nothing short of extraordi-
nary, as many awards demonstrate, for it 
shows Venezuelans refusing to have their 
democracy stolen by the wealthy and for-
merly powerful few. But don't take my 
word for it. Go see for yoursel£ The ftlm 
will be shown again November 28 at SFU 
Harbour Centre downtown (Fletcher 
Challenge Theatre) at 6:30pm. 
You have the right to see this film and 
make up your own mind. After Amnesty 
International caved into the ominous 
pressures of those sympathetic to the 
coup, we need to see this movie more than 
ever. The only way to deal with this kind 
of censorship imposed from above on a 
group that seems to have lost its spine is to 
learn what they don't want you to know, 
· and to see what you are not supposed to 
see. The same people who plotted the first 
coup are still trying to unseat the presi-
dent. History is far from over. 
Be a rebel: see the film that Amnesty 
cens~red. Contact AI Canada and 
demand they include the film in this trav-
elling festival: 1.800.AMNESTY 
(266.3789); email: pro@arnnesty.ca. 
We are connected with no group, but 
are concerned about ongoing events m 
Venezuela. 
This is not a ftlm to be missed. 
Macdonald Stainsby is a freelance writer 
and social justice activist. 
• Page 13 
@) the other press • features 
Shaun Majumder-Up Clo 
Kerry Evans 
OP Contributor 
Not only is Shaun Majumder a name that will soon 
be known by all Canadians but the man behind the 
name is on the verge of creating a multinational 
buzz. You've heard his name whispered around the 
water cooler. Yes, Shaun Majumder is that funny 
East Indian guy from Newfoundland. Well, he actu-
ally likes to be referred to as "beige." 
Majumder grew up in Newfoundland and later 
Mississauga. While his racial backround is made up 
of Indian, Irish, and English, it is his Newfoundland 
accent that is memorable. It makes each joke just 
that much funnier. 
Majumder attended Dalhousie University, then 
moved on to work Canadian comedy clubs before 
moving out to LA. After appearing in several films, 
he landed a gig on Cedric the Entertainer, which is 
now regrettably cancelled. Majumder, however, is 
still around. If you are home on a Friday night, then, 
as a Canadian, it is your duty to tune into This Hour 
Has 22 Minutes, where you will find that Majumder 
has recently been added to the cast-and rightly so. 
His youthful take is refreshing and entertaining. 
Majumder has a website that represents his multi-
faceted, extroverted personality. The most amazing 
page of the site is the photograph section. Majumder 
has taken various unrelated pictures of his travels. 
Not only is the quality of the images amazing-to 
the point where he could be a professional photog-
rapher-but he has also recorded some coloured 
commentary to accompany each photo. His engaged 
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tone and candid honesty leave the viewer/listener 
with a feeling of a connection-A connection to the 
artist's experience, a task every artist aims to obtain. 
His site also includes a word game, a guest page, 
photos of him, his friends, and family, and through-
out the site you will fmd little messages such as, "I 
love you, mom." Sadly, the main page has a note 
from Shaun announcing the recent passing of his 
mother. Only a truly great comedian could smile 
through the pain of such a loss. 
To see Majumder live is an unforgettable experi-
ence. He recently made an appearance at Lafflines in 
New Westminster. The tickets were sold out long in 
advance. I attended the Saturday night show. The 
folks began to arrive early and were lined up chat-
tering in antici j 
ment that hung 
mate space of th 
tucked neatly at 
panion for the e1 
who have been t 
to sit near the f1 
pie don't wish to 
When Majum 
made a special a 
cranked, everyo 
this comical Ca 
table wearing or 
jackets, a look I 
talk to the grouf 
an air of excite-
packed into the inti-
My media table was 
joked with my com-
just as well. Those 
know full well not 
say that most peo-
a comedian's sketch. 
the building, the DJ 
Heads turned, necks 
catch a glimpse of 
He passed by our 
the feeling to jealously scoff. 
For the next half hour, the audience was privy to 
going through the motions of attentively listening to 
Majumder's "special guests." Polite laughter, a lot of 
bathroom breaks, and finally our headliner. The 
crowd went wild-well, giddy would better describe 
their demeanour. I, of course, was calm, cool, and 
collected. 
Majumder speaks frankly about his background, 
upbringing, and experiences. Like any great comedi-
an, Majumder draws the crowd in slowly, building 
toward a climax. Early in the show, he made note of 
certain people in the audience and occasionally 
referred back to them: "Don't you think so, Mo?" It 
gives the impression that Majumder does his job, 
not to hear his own voice, but rather to interact with 
people and entertain. Majumder tells how his back-
ground is partly East Indian and he was brought up 
in Newfoundland, "the two most ridiculed groups of 
people in the world." His genuine pride in his her-
itage is apparent, however, through the tone he uses 
when speaking of his family and experiences. 
Shaun Majumder is going to have a spot in the 
hearts of Canadians for a long time to come. His 
career is going to continue to flourish. This I know 
from his evident talent and contagious optimistic 
personality. If you can catch the Majumder bug, you 
will surely be infected and there is no known cure. 
Didn't someone say laughter is the best medicine? 
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Lafflines 
CONTACT 
Address: 26 - 4th Street, New 
Westminster, BC, V3L 5M4 
Phone: 604.525.2262 
Fax: 604.525.2190 
Email: 
lafflinescomedyclub@telus.net 
Website: 
<http:/ /www.laffiines.com> 
SHOWTIMES 
Thursday 
Doors 8pm, Show 9pm 
Friday 
Doors 8:30pm, Show 9:30pm 
Saturday 1 
Doors 7pm, Show 8pm 
Saturday 2 
Doors lOpm, Show 10:30pm 
COST 
Thursday, $10 
Fridays, $15 
Saturdays, $15 
Some evenings are subject to 
price increase depending on the 
headliner. Reservations are also 
recommended and patrons 
should arrive 30 minutes early. 
PARKING 
There is free street parking or 
you can park in the lot across 
from 4th Street and Columbia, 
across from the club for $2 a 
2 night. 
http://www.otherpress.ca 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 21-22 
The Roman Danylo Improv 
Show 
November 28-December 6 
Peter Kelamis will headline 
December 7-20 
Daniel Packard and his "liquid 
comedy" 
December 31 
Laff-in 2004 
$50. 
Darrly Lenox hosts a night of 
dancing, jokes, food, bubbly, 
beer, and party hats. 
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Douglas College William Shakespeare's dark paradox of humour and Rocket from the Tombs 
Events comedy despair in the casual infliction 1815/1962 The original underground 
To Nov. 22, Frederic Wood of cruelty Works by Damian Moppett punk rockers from Cleveland, 
Natural Light Theatre To Dec. 7,Jericho Arts To Dec. 6, Catriona Jeffries featuring members of 
Photos by Mark Mason and For more information call Centre Gallery Pere Ubu, Dead Boys, and 604.822.2678 For more information call For more information call Television glass works by Sol Maya 604.224.8007 604.736.1554 Nov. 22, Richard's on 
To Dec. 19, Amelia Douglas Cul-de-sac Richards Art Gallery, New West Da Da Kamera presents this Galleries Scorched Tickets at Ticketmaster, Campus 
one-man show written and 2D works in fibre and mixed 604.280.4444 
...-For more information call 
performed by Daniel media by Cathy Pulkington 604.527.5522 Reza Doust & Mohsen Maclvor (Twitch City) and Khalili To. Dec. 6, Havana, 1212 Arab Strap 
directed by Daniel Brooks Featuring large-scale paint- Commercial Drive Matador recording artists The Laramie Project Nov. 19-29, Vancouver East from Scotland 'return to 
Based on the murder of Cultural Centre 
ings; monoprints 
Ansel Adams /Leonard Vancouver. If you missed To Nov. 23, Evergreen Matthew Shepard, the For more information call Cultural Centre, Coquitlam Frank/Eileen Leier them the last time they Douglas College Stagecraft 604.280.3311 For more information call Photography showing sepa- played here with Bright Eyes, and Theatre Departments 
604.927.6550 rate histories of human here's your chance for present this drama of "Devils Jitters detention redemption 
and Angels" First Impressions Theatre The Urban Figure To Dec. 20, Presentation Nov. 23, Richard's on To Nov. 22, Performing Arts presents David French's Preview exhibition of works House Gallery Richards Theatre, New West Campus behind-the-scenes comedy by artists participating in the For more information call Tickets at Ticketmaster, 
about the theatre world upcoming Eastside Culture 604.986.1351 604.280.4444, and Zulu and Student Showcase Recital To Nov. 29, Deep Cove Scratch Records Crawl Student performances pre- Cultural Society To Nov. 25, Vancouver East Concerts sented by Noon at New West For more information call Cultural Centre Sondre Lerche Nov. 20, 12:30pm. 604.929.9456 Festival of Guns Norwegian singer-songwriter Performing Arts Theatre, 
Skin, Bones & Soul The Nerve and Terminal City performs tunes from latest New West Campus Singin' in the Rain Mixed media and sculpture present this two-day, multi- release Don't Be Shallow. With 
Douglas College Chorus 
Bill Millerd directs Betty by Susanna Blunt venue rock fest featuring per- guest Rachael Yamgata 
and Chorale 
Comden and Adolph Green's To Nov. 30, Ferry Building formances by more than 20 Nov. 24, Richard's on 
Eric Hannan, director. Free 
classic musical, starring Peter Gallery bands. Acts include John Richards. 
admission 
Huck, Cara Hunter, Cailin For more information call Ford, Speed to Kill, Black Tickets at Zulu Scratch, 
Nov. 21, 8pm. Queens 
Stanyk, and Todd Talbot 604.925.7266 Rice, and the Rumours just to Highlife, and Noize! Records 
Avenue United Church 
Nov. 19-Jan. 11, Stanley 
name a few For more information call Theatre 604.687.6794 
For more information call 
Kama Sutra Revisited Nov. 21-22, the Cobalt, 
Backyard Astronomy 604.280.3311 Paintings by Rakesh Shankar Railway Club, Brickyard, and The Hidden Cameras Jennifer Kirkey, physics To Nov. 30, West Vancouver Piccadilly Pub. Wristbands on 
instructor and amateur Memorial Library sale at Zulu, Scratch, Scrape, If you are still kicking your-
astronomer, teaches partici-
Shopping&Fucking For more information call and Noize! Records. self for not making it to the 
pants how to recognize the 
Pi Theatre and Ruby Slippers 604.925.7407 For more information visit now legendary Polyphonic 
major constellations seen Theatre present the Western <www.festivalofguJls.com/> Spree show last year, you 
from backyards in the Lower 
Canadian premiere of Mark Baggage don't want to pour salt on 
Mainland. Please BYOB 
Ravenhill's comedy, directed Multimedia art show with pony boy that wound by missing this 
(bring your own binoculars), by Diane Brown and Del works by Cesar Banares, Copperspine recording artist art-pop spectacle from 
or be prepared to share with 
Surjik Emily Kwok, Sascha from Vancouver performs Toronto. 
others Nov.25, 4-6pm. Room 
Nov. 21-Dec. 6, Performance Yamashita, Erin Boniferro, songs from his lovely everyone Nov. 25, Richard's on Works 
A2143 David Lam campus Patrick Hemingway, David deserves a song album. With Richards For more information call Yonge, Joanna Bullock, and guest Jeremy Todd Tickets at Ticketmaster, 
Theatre 604.257.0366 Shawn Robinson Nov. 22, the Main 604.280.4444,.Zulu, and 
To Dec. 3, The Basement For more information call Scratch Records Fortune's Fool 
Measure for Measure Ivan Turgenev's classic come- For more information call 604.709.8555 
Theatre at UBC presents dy, exploring the delicious 604.682.4682 
This Week In History ... November 25, 1969: 
John Lennon returns his MBE to 
Queen Elizabeth, cmng British 
involvement in the Nigeria-Biafra war 
and British political support of 
America's position in Viemam. That 
reminds me of the time I returned my 
Canadian Tire Associate-of-the-Month 
lunch tote to protest the absence of 
orange Crush in the employee pop 
machine. Lennon wasn't the only one 
with a social conscience you know. 
November 21, 1980: 
Eagles drummer/vocalist Don Henley 
is arrested in Los Angeles after para-
medics treat a nude 16-year-old girl 
suffering from drug intoxication at his 
house. Let's not be judgmental now. 
Think about it, how many times have 
you come home to find a hopped-up 
naked teenager in your own house? 
Sometimes these things just happen. 
November 21, 1995: or, 
Green Day singer Billie Joe Armstrong 
Amanda Aikman 
Culture Editor 
Page 16 • http://www.otherpress.ca 
is arrested and fined $141 for dropping 
his pants at a concert in Milwaukee. It 
only costs $141 to drop your pants in 
Milwaukee? Oh man, even considering 
the exchange rate, I've been getting 
totally ripped off in Maple Ridge. 
nouember 1 9, 2003 
Amanda Aikman 
Culture Editor 
So there I was, second-row centre, 
surrounded by"Scoies of excited fans 
who poured eagerly over expensive 
programs and shimmied into brand-
new "Folksmen" t-shirts, and I 
couldn't help but feel like a bit of a 
fraud. You see, I hadn't actually seen 
the film version of A Mighty Wind 
prior to attending the concert spin-
off at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
on November 10. I know, I know, 
I'm a loser. But it's not that I hadn't 
wanted to see it, after all I've always 
loved This is Spinal Tap and Fred 
Willard kills me every time I watch 
Waiting for Guffman, it just hap-
pened to be one of those movies I 
never got around to. Luckily for me, 
the live production was so brilliant 
and hilarious in its own right, that I 
never once felt lost or out of the 
loop. 
The unique event was kicked off 
by master of ceremonies Jonathan 
Steinbloom (Bob Balaban), who 
promptly had the sizeable crowd in 
stitches (stitches that were not 
removed until well after the two-
hour hootenanny ended). The anal-
retentive Steinbloom deadpanned 
his way through a list of "house-
keeping announcements that 
included asking audience members 
to turn off their cell phones and 
pagers, and to suck-not bite-any 
hard candy "for all the obvious rea-
sons." 
The first act uf the evening was 
the irrepressibly perky New Main 
Street Singers. The energetic 
"neuftet" beamed out at the audi-
ence as they made their way through 
such hits as "The Good Book Song," 
and cracked up the crowd with sto-
ries of walking down Hastings Street 
and playing in old-folks prisons. The 
pig-tailed, smiley faced Sissy Knox 
(Parker Posey) was a definite 
favourite, especially when she yelled 
out "I love you too, I love you 
Canada" in response to declarations 
of love from a concertgoer. Not 
missing a ' beat, controlling band-
leader Terry Bohner Qohn Michael 
Higgins) warned the crowd "Folks 
Sissy is in a time out, don't talk to 
her." 
Next up was The Folksmen, bril-
liantly played by long-time collabo-
rators Michael McKean, 
Christopher Guest, and Harry 
Shearer, who were enthusiastically 
greeted with a standing ovation. The 
band quickly had the audience clap-
ping along-and much to my cha-
grin, singing along-to hilarious 
numbers like "Barnyard Symphony'' 
(my section were horses), and a one-
of-a-kind rendition of the Rollling 
Stones' "Start Me Up." We must 
have been pretty good too, because 
Jerry Palter (McKean) declared that 
BC had the "best folkin' crowd in 
Canada." Despite the fact that the 
loudest, most obnoxious couple in 
the entire venue happened to be sit-
ting right behind me, snorting and 
howling directly into my eat, I can 
easily say that The Folksmen's per-
formance was the highlight of my 
evening. Just watching these three 
men (or two men and a woman I 
should say, as Shearer's character had 
recently undergone some "changes") 
as they improvised off each other so 
effortlessly and with such perfect 
timing, was more than a little awe 
inspiring. 
"Ladies and gentlemen, two of the 
nicest words in the English lan-
guage, Mitch and Mickey," declared 
Steinbloom (Balaban), introducing 
the final act of the evening. Greeted 
with more fervor and admiration 
than any "real" musical act that I 
have ever seen perform, Mitch and 
Mickey (Eugene Levy and Catherine 
O'Hara) hit the stage, announcing 
that it was "nice to be back home." 
Even though it was supposed fo be a 
parody, listening to the duo perform 
such songs as "One More Time," I 
was blown away by how "good" they 
sounded. Who knew Levy could 
sing like that? What really got the 
crowd worked up though, was when 
the couple delivered not once, but 
twice, on their signature smooch 
during the finale "A Kiss at the End 
of the Rainbow." 
The evening ended with all three 
acts singing a lively rendition of "A 
Mighty Wind" (plus one encore) 
followed by Steinbloom's (Balaban's) 
cautions for departing concertgoers 
to avoid slipping, refrain from con-
gregating in dimly lit areas, and to 
check the back seats of our vehicles 
for strangers. 
Although I have since gotten 
around to watching the film ver-
sion-which is of course hilarious-
having witnessed these characters up 
close and personal is one entertain-
ment experience I will not soon for-
get. Folkin' eh! 
Amanda Aikman 
Culture Editor 
Plotline: orphan crawls into 
Santa's toy sack, orphan is dis-
covered back at the North 
Pole, orphan is raised by elves, 
orphan finds out he is actually 
human, orphan goes to New 
York to find his real father, 
orphan teaches his father and 
the people of New York a 
valuable lesson in Christmas 
spirit. Sound pretty lame? 
Well it is, but did I mention 
Will · Ferrell played the 
orphan? 
Anyone who has seen 
Ferrell's work on Saturday 
Night Live or in such films as 
A Night at the Roxbury or Old 
School knows, he's got the 
funny and he knows how to 
use it. Despite the silly prem-
ise, E!f contains a number of 
classic Ferrell moments that 
make it well worth paying the 
exorbitant theatre prices to go 
and see. 
Transplanted from· the 
North Pole to the Big Apple, 
Ferrell's character "Buddy the 
Elf" offers up a number of 
giggle-inducing fish-out-of-
water gags involving such 
things as revolving doors, 
Culture • the other press @) 
taxis, and spaghetti. As usual 
where Ferrell is concerned 
there are some brilliantly 
funny lines, made all the more 
so by his impeccable comedic 
delivery. At one point, Buddy, 
incredulous to discover that 
the mall Santa isn't the gen-
uine article, disdainfully 
observes that the imposter 
smells like "beef and cheese." 
Buddy's real father, played 
by James Caan, is the typical 
hard-nosed holiday cynic who 
you just know is going to 
come to his senses before the 
credits roll. Cliched yes, but 
the casting is great nonethe-
less. The combination of 
Ferrell and Caan makes for 
some truly amusing 
moments-such as when 
Buddy tries to engage Caan's 
character in a tickle fight, or 
attempts to hold his hand as 
they exit a police station. 
Eventually the film comes 
to a head when Santa (Ed 
Asner) runs into some sleigh 
trouble and Buddy finally has 
the opportunity to prove that 
there's more to being a 
Christmas elf than simply 
being born one. Having been 
trained in sleigh maintenance 
by his adopted elf father (Bob 
Newhart), Buddy is enlisted 
by Santa to repair his ailing 
vehicle after it crashes in 
Central Park. The catch is that 
the Central Park Rangers (bit-
ter over their placement on 
the Naughty List) ate hot on 
Santa's trail, and the only way 
the sleigh is going to get off 
the ground in time is if it can 
tap into its primary energy 
source-Christmas spirit. 
Enter requisite sappy scene 
with New Yorkers singing 
Christmas carols and remem-
bering what it was like to 
believe m Santa Claus. 
Obvious though it may have 
been, I have to admit I was 
starting to get a little weepy by 
this point. What can I say? I'm 
a sucker for corny holiday sen-
timentality. 
Much as to be expected-
It's a Wonderful Lift it ain't, but 
if you're looking to shake your 
belly like a bowlful of jelly, Elf 
should be the festive flick at 
the top of your Christmas list 
this season. 
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Inspiration with 
a Touch of 
Discontent-
Life's Like That 
Vancouver 
International Writers 
and Readers Festival 
Colleen Smith 
OP Contributor 
Recently I attended two events at the 
...- Vancouver International Writers and 
Readers Festival. In previous years I was 
too busy or broke, so this year I made a 
concerted effort to select several events 
from the myriad of options. 
Entertainment was my objective as I 
decided to attend Tomson Highway in 
Conversation with Hal Wake, adver-
tised as "a rare opportunity" and 
Iconoclasts in Conversation, that was 
Douglas Coupland, local boy done 
good, with Irvine Welsh, Scottish 
author of Trainspotting and other equal-
ly successful novels with similarly 
unique characters. I admit I had high 
expectations, believing I chose two of 
the most preferred events from the 55 
selections. 
My first outing was Tomson Highway 
in the Waterfront Theatre. I had seen 
him previously on a television interview 
and found him to be candid and self-
effacing despite his accomplishments. 
His foremost success has been as one of 
our country's leading playwrights. He 
has also recently completed the last in a 
trilogy of bilingual children's books 
written in Cree and English, and his 
first novel The Kiss of the Fur Queen was 
a bestseller. 
Highway was immediately engaging, 
and I was thankful I sat near the front. 
He speaks quickly at times, his remarks 
having a melodic rhythm, and to follow 
his meaning requires rapt attention. 
The hour-long event was too short; he 
discussed his early life in northern 
Manitoba, linguistic activism, living in 
France, and his belief that a rebirth of 
the female God is influencing society 
today. An explanation to a revival he 
perceives is taking place in the arts and 
many creative pursuits worldwide. His 
performance was filled with an intense 
amount of energy, profound ideas, and 
provocative beliefs. Highway acknowl-
edges his respect for his ancestry, but 
does not consent to a perspective of vic-
timization, regardless of having endured 
residential schools himself. It is appar-
ent that he "is" what he "does." The art 
he creates is clearly an extension of his 
"sel£" Highway emanates the unique-
ness of living his particular life by hon-
ouring its rareness and manifesting its 
power and magnificence. 
Two days later I saw Coupland and 
Welsh at Performance Works. Gavin 
Wallace introduced the authors and 
momentarily discussed the label Welsh 
and Coupland were branded with for 
the event-iconoclasts. Neither author 
seemed to know what it meant. Go fig-
ure. Coupland presented first and was 
faithful to the radical distinction by 
telling everyone he wore his shirt inside 
out. Wow, that was pretty ground 
breaking. He seemed rather self-
absorbed, mentioning he was an "artist" 
or had attended "art" college at least 
three times during the event, and I 
began to question his intent-should 
not "art" speak for itself-if you have to 
tell everyone it's art, is it in fact art? To 
be honest, I was disappointed at what 
appeared to be his ad-hoc presentation. 
He seemed ill prepared to speak to an 
audience, desperately always needing 
something from the host. 
I preferred his anecdotal stories about 
performance art and everyone's ability 
to "do it." One of the most successful 
accounts was his description of being in 
a restaurant and dropping cutlery on 
the table similar to a child dropping 
pick-up sticks. His point was succinctly 
and humorously made as he described 
asking the waitress to perfectly recreate 
the resulting sculpture. Finally, as he 
read an excerpt from an early short story 
collection, Polaroids from the Dead, I 
was reminded of why I wanted to attend 
this event. Coupland's writing is evoca-
tive and his characters challenge us to 
rethink our perceptions of the people 
we know as well as ourselves. 
Irvine Welsh's segment and readings 
were incendiary and entertaining. He 
unabashedly read with vigor and enthu-
siasm-the effortS of his rogue charac-
ters struggling for self in an indifferent 
world was palpable. He was my dark 
horse at the festival, having not read any 
of his material previously. Iconoclasm 
was conspicuous with his work, and his 
discussion with Coupland highlighted 
its accuracy. Welsh remarked that the 
vulgar language of his characters within 
a society that distinguishes class systems 
was the manifestation of the weaker 
group's power. The words were only 
words, he argued, neither good nor bad. 
Based on his reading and insights, I am 
eager to read his books. 
I came away from these events with a 
developing perspective about artists and 
their goals with their work. As I began 
writing my review of these two events, I 
realized I had let my emotions generat-
ed during the presentations dictate my 
opinion of each experience. I appreciate 
that all points of reference are necessary 
nonetheless, and the festival provides a 
rare opportunity to explore up close 
worlds we might otherwise neglect. 
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Travel On An Amazing International Program! 
Are YOU ready? to discover other countries and other 
regions of Canada? to learn about social justice and 
development issues? to live and work with people from 
other cultures? Canada World Youth has international 
volunteer programs for youth 17-24. 
Contact CWY at www.cwy-jcm.org 
or toll free 1-866-7-VOYAGE. 
Apply now for programs that start summer 2004! 
Financial Aid 
nouember 1 9, 2003 
Fall 2003 Information Sessions 
To be held at the New Westminster campus 
700 Royal Avenue 
Wed October 29 3-Spm Room 2201 
Wed November 19 5-8pm Room 2804 
Mon December 1 3-Spm Room 1606 
Free to all information session participants: 
A copy of Murray Baker's book 
The Debt Free Graduate 
HOW TO SURVIVE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY WITHOUT GOING BROKE 
We offer information and options to help college students balance their 
budgets. ~udgeting is spending in a way that gets the things you really 
need and want without ruining your finances. 
You can learn about Financial Aid options ranging from loans to 
bursaries and scholarships, and all stops in between. 
Wanted 
Please forward you 
resume to 
The Other Press 
Room 1020-700 Royal 
Avenue 
the_editor57@ hotmail.com 
The Laramie Project 
november 1 9, 2003 
the 
Laramie proJect 
Kali Thurber 
OP Contributor 
When eight actors play the roles of 76 charac-
ters, what is born is an immediate sense of 
relatedness. In The Laramie Project, a play 
dramatizing the effects on the small town of 
Laramie, Wyoming by the brutal murder of 
Mathew Shepard, I suspect this is exactly the 
feeling that was intended. 
The Laramie Project is based on the true 
story of Mathew Shepard's murder, in Laramie, 
Wyoming. In October of 1998, Mathew 
Shepard, a gay man in his early twenties, was 
severely beaten by two local young men, and 
died five days later in hospital. The murder was 
highly publicized as anti-gay violence, while the 
town of Laramie tried to make sense of an act, 
such as this, being committed by two of its own 
children. 
The play is essentially made up of a series of 
interviews with the people of Laramie-who 
range from Father Roger, an outspoken 
Catholic priest, to Shadow, a DJ who was the 
last person to see Mathew before his murderous 
beating. Written by Moises Kaufman and the 
members of the Tectonic Theatre Project, the 
interviews were done in six visits to Laramie, 
within a year and a half of the incident. 
Though confusing at times, the eight charac-
ters in this play pulled off playing the 76 dif-
ferent characters quite convincingly. Sara 
Martens, playing the Unitarian minister, 
Stephen Mead Johnson as one of her ten roles, 
gave a compelling performance and a convinc-
ing transformation into a man in his 50s. The 
sparkling smile of Ryan Anderson, as the 
Baptist minister, also deserves credit for the 
rather successful acting in this play. Though 
some of the accents seemed slightly over-acted, 
it was not enough to damage the overall per-
formance. 
The absence of traditional scenes in The 
Laramie Project allowed for a level of intimacy 
with the characters and the situation that is rare 
in theatre today. The subject of anti-gay vio-
lence, and even hate-crimes in general, was 
forced to be very real to the viewers. The entire 
set was on the stage from beginning to end, 
including the costumes and props. In the fore-
ground, several screens showed the audience 
the open sky of Wyoming. And in the end, the 
sparkling lights of Laramie glistened-intensi-
fying the heavy-hearted, though strangely 
rewarding sensation that I was left with. 
Though it must be noted that viewing a play 
preview, consisting of less than ten audience 
members, makes for a feeble applause at the 
end, the Douglas College Theatre Department 
should take a breath, and give each other pats 
on the back for a difficult job well done. 
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Paint the Town Red (and Green) 
Amanda Aikman 
Culture Editor 
So the holiday season is upon us yet agaip. If you're like ~ 
me, you're probably wondering, "H~w I immerse 
myself in some good clean family ties? What 1 
can I, as a citizen of (or at least student i ) New + 
Westminster possibly do to fill my time as I eage2y • • 
countdown the days until Santa makes.his triumphant 
.. 
,. 
• 
.. • 
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• 
• 
• . 
.. 
.. 
return?" Well, girls and boys, get out your calendars and 
gather round, because as it turns out there are plenty of, 
opportunities to soak up a little cheer in the Rcyal City 
• 
• ~· •*• I • • • c It 
at this most~oyous time of year. ~ • 
Deck the Halls Party 
Why restrict your amazing design tale~ts to just your 
own home? Bring the whole family out to help detorate • 
the Century House and show us what you got. Hang 
some holly, trim the tree, enjoy the refres~ents, and ~· 
hey, if you're lucky you might find yours~~ some so .. 
of mistletoe situation. • • 
Nov. 27. Century House, 620 Eighth St. .....:.Lt. • 
For more information call604.519.1066 T t 
. .. 
Kringle Kards & Krackers • 
If you've got kids ages 6-10, pack 'em into the min~van 
and bring the little troublemakers down to l!sten to • 
some good ol' fashioned Christmas Sfories ~-crea,te 
some festive cards and crackers. If you don~ey'll • • 
probably turn to lives of drug abuse and rocl< musiGt You 
don't want that now do you? $7 Registration feel 
Dec. 6-7. Irving House, 302 Royal Ave~ ,. 1 
For more information call 604.527.4640 • 
Breakfast With Santa ' 
• Ho-Bo-Hotcakes and sausages with the big 
sel£ Kickback and enjoy the festive entert 
don't forget to get your personal ph5to w 
$5.50 per person. 
Dec. 7. Queensbourough Community Ce 
Ewen Ave. 
For more information call 604.525.7388 
Christmas Dinners 
What's that you say? You like to eat "and 
Well, have I got the event for you. ~I!II!Wn: 
meal served up alongside enter · 
Leaf Singers. Happy hour and so 
"feastival." $17 for non members. 
Dec. 11. Century House 
For more information call604.519.1066 
Family Christmas Projects 
How many times can you sit at h 
repeats anyway? Why not gather 
it old school with a little quality ily cr 
one comes with refreshments too, so you 
now Scrooge? $14 per family (maximum o 
Dec. 11. Centennial Community Centre, 65 East 
Ave. 
For more information call604.777.5100 
Victorian Christmas Tea 
Put away the Mountain Dew and pork rinds for one day 
and make like you're civilized. Tea, traditional holiday 
treats, and musical entertainment await you in the 
charming Victorian setting of the "Grandmother's 
Room." Book now, this event fills up fast. 
Dec. 13-14. Irving House 
For more information call 604.527.4640 
·*· 
• 
• 
.. 
,. 
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Photos by Angels Blllft!IUUJn 
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Poetry/Fiction/Essays/etc. 
The Bath 
I drew you a bath 
of warm water to caress you 
topped with bubbling scented oils 
lit with flirting candles 
in silken shades 
The sun was still up, 
steam across the windows 
yielding to my hand 
a drawn smile in a dark mirror 
a chill 
cket, 
gl!!l§llh the countet 
nding the half-light 
The place1 s prepared for you, 
like the other place, more hidden 
t more accessible 
and when J looked again 
you hadn't arrived 
The water is cold now 
the candles are out 
and all I am left with 
is the hiss and crackle 
of dying bubbles 
Sue Donim 
--
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Partnering-
Up to Form 
Badminton 
Academy 
Adam Gordon 
Centre for Sport 
The Sports Institute will begin an 
unprecedented partnership in January 
2004 with Badminton BC's Technical 
Director, Arif (Al) Mawani ro provide 
leadership for rhe Douglas College 
Badminton Academy. Miwani is a for-
mer badminton coach of Douglas 
College from 1985-92 through some 
very successful years. In fact, most of rhe 
National Championship banners hang-
ing in the gymnasium are attributed ro 
his coaching prowess. His influence goes 
beyond his rime at Douglas College 
since former pupil, Chantal Jobin, rook 
over as coach in the !are 90s. Ir was a 
welcome and natural merger for an old 
friend ro ream up with Douglas College 
again. In conjunction with Program 
Director, David Munro, all of the Sports 
Institute's badminton activities have 
been incorporated under one umbrella, 
The Douglas College Badminton 
Academy. 
Mawani brings a wealth of experience 
ro rhe first-ever Douglas College 
Badminton Academy, where his coach-
menroring program will provide coach-
es for the BCCAA varsity ream. The 
Sports Institute will funnel much of the 
BC's top ralenrs through the Badminton 
Academy furthering the influence of 
Douglas College's Athletic Programs in 
the Lower Mainland. The college play-
ers gain an excellent opportunity ro 
develop their badminton skills and 
coaching expertise in an incredible 
proactive environment as a Douglas 
College Royal. 
Popularity of the sport at Douglas 
College allows members of the bad-
minton community ro benefit from the 
technical and coaching workshops 
offered ro players and coaches. The 
Sports Institute continues ro promote 
badminton through the Academy with 
drop-in sessions available ro anyone 
young or experienced on Tuesday and 
Thursday in Coquirlam. In addition, 
youth camps during spring breaks and 
summers will be organized under 
Mawani. It is truly a unique initiative 
since no other college in BC offers so 
much all in one place. Mawani will 
make Douglas College synonymous 
with badminton m the Lower 
Mainland. 
Men's Soccer Team Makes Trip 
to National Soccer Tournament 
Adam Gordon 
Centre for Sport 
At the beginning of the 2003 season, the Royals were routed as 
one of the reams to watch. Their roster bolstered several talent-
ed, young athletes many of whom were returning players. After 
a 2002 Provincial Championship gold medal and silver in the 
National Championships, there was much speculation that the 
Royals could be a contender ro win a national ririe. To add ro 
the prestige and the pressure, Douglas College co-hosted the 
event with UCFV. 
The Royals finished their season strong in second place in 
BCCAA League and rook silver in the provincials. A berth in 
the national tournament pined rhe Royals against Seneca 
College from Ontario. Ir was a close game but in the end a 
heart-breaking 2-1 loss. Their hope for national gold dimmed. 
A slim chance lay with Mount Royal College. If they could 
defeat Seneca, Douglas would play for the gold bur Mount 
Royal also fell ro Seneca; Douglas moved on ro the Bronze 
Medal Game versus a team from Quebec 
third in the nation. Coach Joe Ormerod is already looking ro 
next year for another opportunity to win a national champi-
onship but feels no shame in third place. "It's slightly disap-
pointing because we felt we had a ream that could win it this 
year," says Ormerod. His team showed a lot of heart bouncing 
back from their loss ro Seneca to win the bronze medal. The 
coach and his ream were pleased with the way the tournament 
was executed and appreciated all of the effortS of the organizers. 
Ir was truly a "rap-class" event, declared Ormerod. 
Douglas College's Athletic Program produces quality sports 
reams and provides opportunities for student athletes to 
advance in their sport. One such example happened for Matt 
Ormerod, a star on the men's soccer ream. After his stellar sea-
son and tournament play, Matt was offered a U-23 Canada 
National Team tryout and a chance ro tryout with the 
Vancouver White Caps. His success is a tribute ro the programs 
available at Douglas College. 
The Royals defeated Champlain College 2-1 and finished 
Women's Rugby 
Dave Pearcy 
OP Contributor 
Sat, Nov. 8 
Premier Division: Douglas 20 
UVIc 5 
Douglas travelled to Vancouver Island 
for a rematch with a UVic team that had 
almost handed them their first defeat of 
the season a month previously. Despite 
the early morning ferry trip, the team 
showed great resolve from the opening 
kick-off and had UVic under pressure 
immediately. Maintaining possession 
and territorial advantage for most of the 
half, Douglas dominated and put the 
game out of reach. Laura Kinnear-
Harmse, Cady Albisron, and Corinne 
Jacobsen scored tries on shorr runs to put 
the Royal City ladies up 15-0. Amber 
Cummings rambled 50 metres down the 
touchline to give DRC a commanding 
20-0 lead. UVic exploited a defensive 
breakdown to score on a long run just 
before halftime. 
Douglas was less cohesive in the sec-
ond half, as it appeared many players 
were now feeling the effects of being 
roused at Sam for the first major road 
trip of the season. Neither team managed 
ro score in the final40 minutes, although 
the game ended with Douglas in posses-
sion within inches of the try line. Hard 
running, Cady Albiston had an out-
standing game as she made many pene-
trating runs through the defense. 
Unfortunately, Cady had to leave the 
pitch in the second half with an ankle 
injury and may be lost for the next few 
league matches. 
Sun, Nov. 9 
2nd Division: Douglas 3 
Pocomo 29 
This game featured the second place 2nd 
Division team (Douglas) against the sec-
ond place 1st Division team (Pocomo) in 
a league interlock contest. Each team had 
lost just once this season to teams in their 
respective divisions. Although this was 
Gordon is looking for 
sports writers and opinionated 
sports fans to contribute news articles 
to the weekly Fall and Winter editions of 
The Other Press 
Submissions can be sent online to: 
dcsportseditor@yahoo.ca 
Handwritten articles can be dropped off in the 
mail slot of the OP office in the bowels of 
Douglas College. 
If you write it, we will print it 
and comments on previous articles are welcome" 
to editing by leader Flash Gordon) 
only the third ever meeting berween the 
rwo teams, the game was very intense 
from the starr, as Douglas and Pocomo 
have been arch-rivals in men's rugby for 
30 years. 
Pocomo showed some superior ball-
handling in the backs ro score rwo con-
vened tries in the first half Douglas 
came very close ro scoring just before the 
intermission as Agnes Stefek chased 
down a kick ahead by fly-half Candace 
Barry, but was unable ro gain possession 
near the Pocomo try line. 
Douglas threatened in the early 
moments of the second half, but the 
Pocomo defense held up and Barry was 
wide on a kick at goal. In the last 20 
minutes, the superior fitness of the 1st 
Division team took over and Pocomo ran 
in three more tries sandwiched around a 
successful penalty goal by Barry. Douglas 
came closest ro a major score on the final 
play of the game as Mel Skolovy was held 
up as she crossed the Pocomo line. 
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Mariners Steal 
Opportunitv from Royals 
Women's Basketball 
Flash Gordon 
Sports Editor 
Fri, Nov. 15 Malasapina 77 Douglas 70 
Its hard not to jump on the back of a team that's 
on a losing skid when there is a strong commit-
ment to make improvements. For whatever rea-
son, Ed Lunn's team hasn't found their stride yet 
in the season. Douglas beat Mal in the pre-sea-
son, fore~dowing a new age for the Royals. 
Fans expected this regular season match-up to be 
the Royals first win in a year. Ouch. Yes, that's a 
statistic. Not a pretty statistic but it's relevant. 
The Royals got off to a good defensive starr 
when five-foot-eleven, Anna Rowinska had two 
blocks in the first five minutes. Shortly after that, 
Jessie Knight hit a streaking Brigdet O'Brien 
upcourt for a transition bucket. It looked like a 
great start for the struggling Royals. Mel 
Trepanier's quickn should have been exploited 
more since the other po ts couldn't keep up with 
her early on. Protecting their own hoop has been 
the biggest weakness so far but they had a satis-
factory first hal£ 
The referees confused the crowd with a myste-
rious foul on Douglas resulting in a one and one 
free throw opportunity. When asked from the 
sidelines, an official explained it was a foul but 
not who it was on or what for. Also, the one and 
one was shot uncontested with no one lined up 
on the sides of the key. It looked more like a tech-
nical foul had been called; Douglas then retained 
possession at the opposite end of the court. I sat 
there with Brian McLennon and men's coach 
Steve McGilligan wondering what had occurred. 
They had no explanation either. Moments later 
the game was delayed for problems at the scorer's 
table. Baffling! Completely baffling! 
Caidin Zeiner hit from long-range off a pass 
from O'Brien, when action resumed. Three-
point shooting hasn't been very threatening in 
the Royals so far. Mal threw some full-court 
defense at the Royals soon after but they 
responded well. Parienc and sharp passing 
allow. d Trepanier to fake out a defender, then 
feed teammate Rachel Andrews for a deuce. 
Offense called on that play and then the defense 
broke down, losing their checks for open hoop . 
The Royals finished the half with pilonesque 
defense so the Mariners could tie up the game 
then take the lead. The Mariners went into half-
rime up 38-33. 
Malasapina continued to rebound well with 
their two post players; Lunn never found an 
answer to limiting the opportunities they had in 
the paint. Bridget O'Brien was the brightest light 
on the floor for the Royals. She led the team with 
15. Late in the game she hit the floor to save a 
ball that ended up in the hands ofTrepanier. The 
six-footer stepped into the open key for an easy 
jumper that put her team within two. Trepanier 
fouled out of the game with 5:30 left to play. The 
Royals kept fighting their way back into the game 
but then lost momentum on silly errors. A three 
point bucket from a Mariner guard put a final 
halt on the Royals charge and the team from 
Nanaimo rook their revenge by winning n-70. 
It has to be a frustrating result though they 
improved upon many facets of the game. 'tde 
things like free-throw shooting, the ~s re 
much better at. For more results, check out the 
BCCAA website <www.bcc.a.ca>. 
-
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to answer 
after coming home from 
to the Kwantlen Eagles. 
Coach McGilligan even went as 
far as saying, "we sucked." As harsh as it 
was, it can't be that far from the truth. The 01' 
teams 
hit bonus by the 12 
minute mark. McGilligan 
tried to rein in his team who 
appeared to be frazzled. Burton 
returned from his career-ending injury to 
run circles around Trickey but the offense was 
sporadic at best. They stunk for a good eight min-
Mascot 
Welcomes 
McGilligan wouldn't lead Flashzilla astray. I went 
to the Lion's Den with great expectations that the 
Royals would give me something juicy to watch. My 
only recourse would be to tenderize it with witty repar-
tee and bad jokes. 
Burton has terrorized the countryside in recent weeks with 
his speed and agility. because opponents have such a hard time 
finding a solution to defend against him. Even the speediest 
utes before halftime. Sparks came from big-shooter 
Mike Kim and big-man Chad Krepps. Krepps hit a big 
three to send the Royals to the locker room 40-33. They 
went out leading the Mariners but Coach McGilligan 
looked like a man whose team was losing. 
Second half action was decidedly unexciting. I missed the 
Royals 
Back to 
the Den 
Men's Basketball 
Flash Gordon 
Sports Editor 
Fri, Nov. 15 
Malasapina 65 Douglas 73 
guards haven't held him in check. He began the game by slash-
ing through the key for the first bucket of the game. Evan Trickey 
of the Mariners found himself with the unfortunate task of guard-
ing Burton and despite the gaudy headband and bad attitude, he 
put in an honest effort; Donald had Trickey chasing around the 
court the whole night. 
Cody Berg went to work early, bringing down rebounds over the 
Mariner forwards. He's been a huge presence in the middle for the 
Royals; forget the fact that he's six foot nine and only 18 years old. 
Cole Birnie styled and profiled with a baby-hook he has been sav-
ing for weeks. Just when the action began to pick up and Douglas 
held a little lead, Donald slipped on the court. From the sidelines, 
it looked like he tweaked his manhood, a groin pull if you will. 
The reason I think this is because the trainer wouldn't touch 
him. There was some writhing and grimacing, for the most 
part all a show for the audience who were concerned for his 
well-being. 
The Royals went back to work after the medics 
cleared the floor and Nick Hope took over the speedy 
slashing duties. In recent weeks he has always been 
there to pick up the slack from Burton's off-games. 
This game was no exception. Hope finished with 
17. 
Transition breakdowns developed 
in the latter part of the first half lead-
ing to turnovers and sloppy play. 
There were far too many 
fouls since both 
first few minutes because I was taking care of business but on-
lookers assured me the action hadn't picked up. McGilligan's 
boys settled down their play to a more mundane pace. Instead o 
playing all over the gym and looking like kids on a playground, 
the Royals controlled their lead. Tim Powers came off the bench 
like a big pylon but he did his sweet turn-around jumper over Tim 
"I have no neck" Bigelow. The Mariners turned it up a notch in the 
final minutes hoping to break down the lead. The closest they got 
was five points off a mistake by Donald Burton. Trips to the foul 
line by Hope and Berg finished the Mariners off73-65. McGilligan 
attributed the early breakdown as a mistake that young teams will 
make while developing into a good team. In a sense, it's something 
they must go through and overcome to get better. As a result of 
their win, the Royals are another week better than before. Donald 
Burton's 18 points came from a player maturing beyond his 
years. It's true he still likes to play some street ball on the court 
but McGilligan likes the development he sees. 
The Royals next game was against Camosun. It was a 
physical matchup. Check the Douglas athletics website for 
an update. 
A special note to add is that the Douglas mascot also 
returned to the Lion's Den on Friday. Before half-
time he made an appearance to taunt the 
Mariners and hit on the Malasapina women 
with all the class we expect from a mascot. 
Let's hope the nameless Lion is here to 
stay. It adds to the atmosphere of 
attending a Douglas 
College event. 
Canucks 
Corner 
The NHL has got to figure out a way to do 
something about the trap. After last sea-
son's experiment with calling obstruction 
penalties, the league is right back where 
they began, in trouble. After home games 
with Jacques Lemaire's Minnesota Wild 
followed by a Thursday tilt with the 
Philadelphia Flyers, I'm feeling a wee bit 
queasy. This week featured 182 minutes of 
clutching, grabbing, interference, and all-
around boring hockey. I don't know what 
the answer is, but something has got to 
change soon. The best game in the world 
looks like a 50-metre race between drunk-
en turtles. Is there any way that illegal 
defense could be called in hockey? 
Legendary coach Scotty Bowman has sug-
gested outlawing backward skating in the 
neutral rone. Desperate times call for des-
perate measures. 
Saturday night's game against the Wild 
was actually a decent hockey game. The 
Canucks jumped out to a four-goal lead on 
goals by Jason King, Matt Cooke, and a 
pair by Todd Berruzzi. The Wild got back 
in the game after scoring two goals in 48 
seconds in the second period. The second 
goal by Marion Gaborik fulfllled Dan 
Cloutier's one-bad-goal per game quota. 
For a goalie with so much talent, Cloutier 
consistently gives up one weak goal a game. 
CF Miley 
OP Contributor 
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The Canucks managed to fend off a 
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third period charge by the Wild in a 
game that was eerily reminiscent oflast 
year's playoffs. A nationwide audience 
on Hockey Night In Canada was treated 
to rough play, big hits, and a more 
skillful Canucks team being out skated 
by the pesky Wtld throughout the 
third period. Perennial black sheep and 
former cross-dresser Alexandre Daigle 
was the games second star, with 
Bertuzzi the ftrst, and Cloutier the 
third. The Canucks remained unbeat-
en at home with a 4-3 win. 
Tuesday featured the second half of 
the home and home, with the Canucks 
in Minnescw.. Ed Jovonovski missed 
the game with a Charlie-horse, and he 
didn't miss much. The game was a 
snoozer, with the highlight being 
Bertuzzi finally ragdolling Wild 
defenseman Wtllie Mitchell in the sec-
ond period. The game featured Mick 
Magoo, which is weird because he was 
one of the two referees. Every flamboy-
ant call Magoo makes screams, "Look 
at me mom! I'm soooo dramatic! I'm a 
star!" He's a prima donna and a crappy 
ref. Have another donut, fatboy. It sure 
makes me miss Paul Stewart, the best 
NHL ref I've seen in my lifetime. The 
Wild managed to stay awake for the 
entire three periods, and were rewarded 
with a 1-0 win. The Canucks dropped 
to a game under .500 on the road this 
season. 
After surviving Tuesday's trap filled 
sleeper, I was fired up to watch the 
Canucks go to war with the 
Philadelphia Flyers. The old 
Broadstreet Bullies. A big, talented, 
fast-skating team with a mean streak 
should be just the right remedy to 
restore my faith in the NHL. Oh yeah, 
Ken Hitchcock, another trapping 
coach, now coaches the Flyers. What a 
freaking shame to see a team with the 
Flyer's depth playing that boring brand 
of hockey. The Canucks are built for 
speed, scoring, and firebrand hockey; 
the Flyers spent most of the night 
interfering, tackling, hooking, and 
generally playing a Hitchcock-type of 
game. I'm beginning to believe that 
team owners are the only people that 
can ever put regular season NHL hock-
ey back on track. If the owners give a 
firm directive to their teams that trap 
hockey will not be tolerated, teams 
would have to go back to opening up 
offensively and taking some chances. 
The game has been a business for a 
long time, but unfortunately, the cus-
tomer is not king. More and more fans 
(especially young ones) are quickly tir-
ing of the type of hockey we see too 
often these days. I hate to beat a dead 
horse, but this one has been looking at 
me funny for a long time now, so I'm 
gonna beat it. Without more scoring, 
hockey is losing fans en masse. 
Without fans, lucrative TV, advertis-
ing, and ticket revenue dollars will 
soon be dwindling. Without dollars, 
no fat contracts and moneymaking 
hockey teams. No teams, no hockey. 
Get it together and do what's right to 
keep your business' healthy. Owners, 
outlaw the trap and save our game. 
Thank the Gods that our 'Nucks are 
one of the last bastions of a team play-
ing the game the way it should be, free-
wheeling and fast-paced. 
Meanwhile, back in Philly, the game 
was another drab affair for the first 59 
minutes and 52 seconds, until Todd 
Bertuzzi tied it up at three in a goal-
mouth scramble. The Canucks carried 
the play for the bulk of the night, but 
were lucky to get the single point (for 
the tie), and lost 4-3 on Simone 
Gagne's overtime winner. A bonehead 
clearing pass by "the Crisco Kid," 
Brent Sopel, set up Gagne's goal. 
Although a plus on the offensive end of 
the rink, Sopel continues to be a defen-
sive liability, and needs to have his ice 
time drastically reduced. I shudder to 
think what he'd be like without his 
stalwart defensive partner Mattius 
Ohlund. Jason King scored the 
Canucks first goal, his sixth in the last 
six games. The play was a perfect exam-
ple of how to beat the trap, with long 
(and often risky) cross-ice passes. I'm 
glad Lemaire and Hitchcock are 
behind us for now. The upcoming 
week sees the Canucks going old skool, 
with games against Boston, Montreal, 
Chicago, and Toronto, all original six 
teams. I guess it's high time for some 
original-six, ass-kicking. Keep your 
head up, your stick on the ice, and 
never be afraid to go into the Canucks 
Corner. I'm out like both Michaels I 
know; see ya next week. Go 'Nucks. 
Classifieds 
Students advertise for free! Automgbil~§ Female student seeks same as David Lam, public transit and ing company. Do you have leader-
For free student c.lassi£eds up to 30 1989 Beige Volvo 740GL 4cl roommate. Lovely room for rent Coquitlam Centre. Microwave, ship abilities and are willing to 
words, email: engine, power locks, power in apt. bldg. fridge, laundry and parking. work hard? No degree necessary. 
the_ediror57@horrnail.rom with your windows, sunroof, and set of four Room is fum. or unfurn. Near Available IMMEDIATELY. Rent 
name, student number, desired section, snow tires with rims. SkyTrain/bus/shops. Friendly $300/month and twenty percent 
and put "classified" in the subject line. Call 604.472.0091 neighbourhood. Must like ani- of utilities. Call 604.945.0398, or We will train ... 
mals. $380/month. 604-525-9881 email drsoiOO@yahoo.ca Call 1.888.850.1669 
Staff and Student Organizations 1990 Baby Blue Plymouth 
Receive 50 percent off our Fast Sundance, 4 door, automatic, great ONE ROOM FOR RENT IN I Saw You www.workopoliscampus.com 
Cash Ad rate. condition, aircared, asking $2000 BURNABY (BCIT AREA) You: East Indian male, black rim 
firm, 18,000 kens. Call Gunthur glasses. Last seen talking with www.employmentinvanoouver.com 
Fast Cash Ads 3lines 3 times for $20 at 604.830.0476 or 604.462.7727 ONE SPACIOUS BEDROOM friends by the listening booth in www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca (30 words max). Open rare of $5 per after Oct. I 0. FOR RENT, SHARED the cafeteria the day of the Other 
----------------------------------------
line. Enquiries: call our advertising KITCHEN, BATHROOM AND Press pub night. N.W.Y.E.S. 
manager at 604.525.3542. Book§ A LARGE LIVINGROOM. Me: White girl admiring from Youth Services Center 
NICE AND CLEAN ROOM, afar. We've had passing conversa- Solutions for everyday Life 
Pictures QUIET NEIGHBOURHOOD, tion, just enough for me to be Under 30 un-or under employed? 
Classifieds pictures are $10 each Cgmg!.d~r~ INCLUDES MICROWAVE, intrigued. Friends? Email me at Accom, counselling, etc. 
printing for all of the above care- WEB HOSTING FRIDGE, STOVE, SINGLE schoolgirl@shaw.ca. Monday-Friday 8:30-3 
gories. The picture size is 3.5cm x 50 MB Web-space, 500 MB per BED, STUDY TABLE, 407 Columbia St. New West. 
2.5cm, black and white. month transfer, unlimited email LOVESEAT AND A CHAIR. lo§t and Found V3L IA9 604.540.2257 
accounts, unlimited sub-domains, CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 
When placing an ad please Support for PHP, MySQL, Perl, AT CANADA WAY & DOU- Servi~e§ The Other Press has 
remember ... Python and Microsoft FrontPage GLAS RD. CLOSE TO BUS 2 Guys with a Truck opportunities. Positions currently 
All ads must be received by Only $100 per year! Call STOP, PARKS, COMMUNI1Y Moving & storage, deliveries available: 
Thursday to be published in the fol- 604.725.9154 CENTRE AND OTHER 604.618.9675 
lowing Wednesday's paper. Check AMENITIES. Distribution Manager: 
your ad for errors and please call or EQr Salt Asking $400 + 20% utilities. T!.dQdng Service§ This position requires ten hours 
email our offices to report any oor- Large oak veneer desk with hutch, AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Need help writing essays? per week. Car required. Training 
rections. To ensure the integrity of pullout side drawer/shelf unit, and CALL 604.250.4261 J.D. Clarkson B.Sc. (Bioi) MA provided. 
our student newspaper, we reserve bulletin board. Holds monitor, (Educ.) Ph.D (Educ.) Experience 
the right to revise, reclassify, edit or printer, scanner, books and more. ROOM FOR RENT teaching essay writing to ESL stu- Coquitlam Coordinator 
refuse your ad. $50. one private, unfurnished room in dents. Phone: 604.461.9592 Five hours a week. Promote the 
Call604.523.0119 or email: a two bedroom basement suite in newspaper at the David Lam 
Anngun~ement§ adamski@relus.net Coquitlam (close to Brunette and Wanted Campus. 
The Other Press wants you. Come Schoolhouse). It's one block from Looking for a casual babysiner. 
see us in room 1020 or call us at Bed/Futon: Twin (single) bed, the 153/156 and up the street Please contact Kerry at Please forward your resume to 
604.525.3542. You will be clean, includes box spring, $50. from 159/169. Asking the_editor57@hormail.com The Other Press 
amazed. Metal Frame, add $25. Clean $340/ month rent( flat rate, all- Room 1020-700 Royal Avenue 
double futon and wood frame, inclusive). Close to stores, restau- Work New Westminster, BC,V3L5B2 
Congratulations to Darelle and converts to sofa, $75. Call rants, etc. Available Oct. 1. Ph: 604.525.3542 
Ben for the bundle of joy that will 604.939.1914 Call604.529.1531 LOOKING FOR A NEW Fax: 604.525.3505 
be coming into their lives very CAREER Email: 
soon. From all of us. Hoysing ROOM FOR RENT editor@otherpress.ca 
Furnished single bedroom, near Join a rapidly expanding market-
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